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ADVERTISEMENT.  ' 

^n^HFj  fiibficince  of  the  following  Speech  was 

partly  coficeived  before,  and  partly  during 

the  Debate,  to  which  it  refers.     Some  circum- 

fiances,  of  no  import  to  the  Reader,  prevented 
its  being  delivered  at  the  time.  Immediately 
upon  coming  home  from  the  Houfe,  the  Author 
committed  the  principal  heads  and  outlines  of  it 
to  writing  -,  and  has  occafionally  employed  his 
leifure  time  fmce  in  extending  and  drawing 
them  out  in  that  free  file  of  difcourfe,  in  which 
he  would  have  addrejfed  the  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.     In  that  form  it  is  now 

fub??iitted  to  the  public  judgment,  with  the 
addition  offome  Notes  and  Illujirations,  Cir^ 
cumftances  being  fill  the  fame  as  then,    he  pre- 

fumes  the  topics  difcujfed  are  fill  equally  infea- 

fo7i.  He  begs  that  his  fentiments  and  observa- 
tions may  always  be  interpreted  conffiently 
with  the  mofi  liberal  principles  of  Civil  and 
Religious  Liberty,  to  which  he  is  a  mofl  hearty 

friend ;   being  perfuaded,   that  the  very  prims 
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end  of  all  Civil  Government  is  to  proted  and 
fecure  the  enjoyment  of  Liberty, — ajid 
that  therefore  the  great  objeSl,  to  which  all  its 
operations  Jhould  be  direSied,  is  to  guard,  as 
much  as  pofjible,  the  equal,  i?npartial,  eafe  and 
freedom  of  all  the  fubjeth  of  it.  As  thefe  prin- 
ciples are  the  refult  of  the  mofi  deliberate  and 
repeated  invefligation,  and  regulate  all  his 
judgments  onfubjeBs  that  come  under  their  in- 
fuence,  he  is  certain  of  fiot  having  advanced 
any  thing  which  does  not  perfeBly  harmonize 
with  them. 

As  the  form  of  this  publication  did  not  admit 
of  a  tnethodical  divifon  of  Chapters  or  ^e 51  ions, 
there  is  prefixed  a  general  lift  of  the  Contents 
referred  to  their  refpeSiive pages. 

Febr.  I,  1779. 
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N.  B.  The  Motion  mentioned  in  the  Speech,  as 
then  before  the  Committee,  comprizes  all  the 
feveral  Motions  for  agreeing  to  the  Ellimates 
of  the  Army. 


A 

S      P      E      E      C      H 

O  N 
SOME  POLITICAL  TOPICS,  &c. 


Mr.  speaker, 

S  t  R, 

I  CAME  down  to  this  Houfe  to  day  in  expec- 
tation of  a  perfed  unanimity  on  the  motion 
now  before  us, —  and  very  happy  I  feel  in  be- 
ing a  witnefs  to  it.  I  knew,  Sir,  that  as  we  were 
all  but  one  heart  in  earnellly  wifhing  for  the  na- 
tional welfare,  fo  we  could  not  but  be  all  of  one 
mind,  in  affenting  to  the  vigorous  exertions  re- 
quired for  its  maintenance  and  fecurity  on  the 
prefent  occafion. 

The  queftion  to  day  is  not  to  fupport  this  or 
thatminiller — but  the  Britilh  empire,  its  pofTef- 
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fions,  its  dignity,  its  welfare,  and  its  profperity ; 
we  therefore  are,  and  could  not  be  otherwife  than, 
all  unanimous.  And  I  fincerely  congratulate  both 
the  Houfs  and  the  Nation  on  this  very  defirable, 
though,  in  thefe  times,  too  unufual  circumflance ; 
as  it  exhibits  a  pleafmg  difplay  of  the  triumph  of 
virtue  and  public  fpirit,  over  every  kind  of  oppo- 
fition  whatfoever,  as  well  as  a  happy  refutation  of 
the  affertion  and  predidion,  which  an  intemperate 
ebullition  of  party-zeal  threw  out  on  the  firft  day 
of  the  feflion — to  wit,  that  no  unanimity  could 
be  obtained  while  the  prefent  Adminiftration  con- 
tinued. —  But  I  knew  then,  Sir,  that  the  hearty 
affedlion  for  their  country,  which  warms  the 
breafl  of  every  member  of  this  Houfe,  would, 
when  put  to  a  flrong  tell,  entirely  annihilate  all 
thofe  comparatively  little  interefts  of  party,  which, 
in  matters  lefs  plain,  too  much  prevail  over  thofe 
of  the  public  :  I  knew  that  thofe  who  had  utterred, 
or  had  concurred  in,  the  above  unadvifed  aflertions 
and  predidtions  concerning  want  of  unanimity, 
poireiTed  too  much  worth,  not  rather  themfelves 
to  difprove  their  own  predi6lion,  than  accomplifli 
it  by  diffenting  from  the  neceifary  requifition  of 
Government  this  day. 

Since  then,  Sir,  the  motion  before  us  is  not 
difagreed  to  by  any  perfon,  there  needs  no  argu- 
ment 
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merit  to  enforce  the  propriety  and  neceflity  of  it 
in  the  prefent  urgent  circumflances  of  our  dear 
country,  and  its  moll  important  interefcs :  but 
feveral  matters  having  been  brought  into  debate, 
and  caft  upon  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe, 
with  various  views  and  tendency,  I  humbly  beg 
indulgence  to  refume  the  moft  important  of  them, 
and  to  throw  in  my  mite  towards  the  fupport  of 
Truth,  Juftice,  and  the  Public  Welfare. 

It  was  urged  early  in  the  day, —  that  however 
great  and  miighty  the  military  and  naval  force  of 
this  Nation  has  been  reprefented  to  us  by  the 
Honourable  Gentleman  who  made  the  motion, 
we  can  expedl  nothing  from  it  while  under  the 
direftion  of  the  prefent  Adminiftration  ;  that  it 
would  be  madnefs  to  entruft  them  with  the  con- 
duct of  it ;  and  that  therefore  we  ought  to  infift 
on  their  removal.     This  was  enforced, 

I.  By  the  confideration  of  the  ill  fuccefs 
which  has  hitherto  attended  the  war  they  have 
diredled,  the  egregious  blunders  they  have 
committed,  the  little  confidence  the  nation 
and  the  troops  have  in  their  councils,  their  ill 
condud,  utter  inability,  and  fuch  like  general 
topics. 
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II.  By  the  prefumption  that  they  would  em^ 
ploy  a  part  of  this  force  in  the  continuation  of 
the  deftru6live  war  in  North  America, —  a  mea- 
fure  fraught  with  ruin  and  deftrudion  to  this 
country. 

Thefe  fuggeflions  gave  life  and  matter  to  the 
prefent  debate  ;  and  under  thefe  two  heads,  I 
fhall  be  able  to  comprize,  with  tolerable  method, 
all  that  my  duty  urges  me  to  fay  on  this  occafion, 
and  in  this  place, 

I. 

Sir,  in  regard  to  the  firft  topic,  viz.  The  al- 
ledged  mal-condudl,  experienced  inability,  and 
ill  fuccefs,  of  thofe  who  have  the  adminiftration 
of  affairs,  with  the  inferred  neceffity  of  trans- 
ferring it  to  other  men  ;  —  I  will  be  decently 
free  to  fpeak  out  my  fentiments  on  this  head,  as 
an  honeft  independent  member  of  parliament,—^ 
with  impartiality  and  candor, —  without  influence 
or  fear  of  either  fide  of  the  Houfe.  With  this 
independence,  and  impartial  temper,  I  came  into 
Parliament ;  I  will  uniformly  maintain  it.  In 
every  circumftance  of  connection  or  friendfhip, 
no  confideration  but  the  interefts  of  my  country, 
its  conflitution,  and  its  precious  liberties,  fhall 
biafs  my  conduct  here.  This  I  hold  to  be  the 
3  prime 
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prime  duty  of  every  member  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  whether  in  or  out  of  office  j  this  is 
the  line  of  condud  I  have  laid  down, — the  ef?- 
larged  circle  I  fiiall  tread  in.  My  principles  may 
pofTibly  not  coincide  with  thofe  of  this  fide  or  of 
that  fide ^ — but  they  fhall  be  my  oivfi;  the  refult  of 
my  own  judgment  and  my  own  conviction  :  that 
is  all  I  will  anfwer  for ;  my  friends  know  this 
difpofition,  and  they  as  well  as  my  country  may 
fo  far  fully  depend  upon  me. 

Whoever  are  the  Miniflers, — Government  fhall 
have  my  voice,  whenever  their  propofitions  are 
evidently  right  and  proper  ;  it  is  not  to  them  that  I 
give  it ;  it  is  to  my  country  that  I  then  both  owe 
and  give  it.  When  their  demands  are  improper 
or  pernicious,  they  never  Ihall  have  my  feeble  fup- 
port — v.'ere  they  ever  fo  right  in  other  refpcfts. 
I  confefs  to  have  no  notion  of  indifcriminate  op- 
pofition  or  fupport, — much  lefs  of  diftrefilng  one's 
country  for  the  fake  of  diftrefling  individuals  in 
power.  I  am  fure  thai  is  not  the  line  o{  enlightened 
integrity  ;  I  can  not  reconcile  it  with  good  morals 
or  good  politics.  Befides  I  am  firmly  perluadcd,— 
that  as  Adminiftration  may  by  their  condud:  very 
much  hurt  and  diftrefs  their  country,  fo  may  Op- 
pofition ; — that  as  Adminiftration  may  very 
much  abufe  its  influence,  fo  may  Oppofition  -j-^ 
that   as   Adminiftration     may   corrupt,    fo   Op- 
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pofitlon  may  be  corrupted; — that  as  Admi- 
niftration  may  harbomr  defigns  inimical  to  our 
liberties,  fo  Oppofition  may  have  fmifter  pur- 
pofes,  and  their  condudb  may  tend,  if  not  intend^ 
to  overturn  both  Conftitution  and  Liberty.  Sir, 
I  am  far,  very  far,  from  meaning  here  to  infmu- 
ate  any  thing  againft  either  fide ;  I  rather  believe 
that  their  views  are  pure  and  well-intentioned : 
but  I  fay  that  Experience  and  Hiftory  warrant 
the  above  general  affertions,  and  I  therefore  affirm 
it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  independent  members  of 
this  Houfe  to  watch  both  Oppofition  and  Admi- 
niflration,  and  in  proportion  as  their  condud  has 
any  finifter  tendency,  to  expofe  and  ofpofe  it.  By 
their  fruits,  by  their  deeds,  by  their  works,  let 
them  be  fairly  judged ;  not  from  their  family 
names,  or  the  denomination  that  others  ftamp 
upon  them.  Whiggifm  and  T'oryifm  are  a  fet  of 
principles, — not  an  heir  loom  that  defcends  with  a 
name  or  an  eftate,  and  it  is  an  infult  to  a  man's 
underftanding  and  heart  to  feek  for  his  political 
principles  in  his  family  pedigree.  But  I  hope  to 
God  that  real  'Tories  and  Republican  JVhigs,  thofe 
two  extremes  that  always  generate  each  other, 
may  never  hold  up  their  heads  again  in  this  coun- 
try.— I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  nothing  can  fo 
effedually  raife  them  again  from  deferved  obfcuri- 
ty  and  contempt  as  the  violence  of  party. 

Now, 
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Now,  Sir,  having  prcmifed  thus  much  con- 
cerning my  general  principles,  1  proceed  to  the 

fubjeftof  Adminiftration  as  ftated  above. Sir, 

I  wifh  to  God  we  had  a  better ! — it  fhould  have  my 
hearty  concurrence  and  fupport.    I  entirely  agree, 
that  more  vigour,  more  exertion,   more  wifdom, 
greater  abilities,  more  fuccefs,  more  unanimity, 
are  devoutly  to  be  wilhed  for :  great  wifdom  and 
abilities  are  always  defirable  in  the  moft  eminenc 
degree  in  our  Adminiftration  -,  never  more  than  in 
the  prefent   circumflances.      I   therefore  Ihould 
heartily  rejoice  to  fee  a  more  able,   a  more  likely 
one,  ready  to  take  the  reins  of  government,   fup- 
ported  by  the  hearty  concurrence  of  the  Nation. 
I  fhould  moft  fmcerely  congratulate  my  country 
upon  it.   But  would  it  be  right  for  us  to  vote  away 
our  prefent  minifters  without  any  obvious  likeli- 
hood of  being  better  ferved,  and  without  enquiry, 
how  far  they  are,  or  are  not,  to  blame  for  failure  of 
fuccefs  ?  Surely  that  would  be  a  thoughtlefs  way  of 
proceeding, — a  fignal  degree  of  political  prefump- 
tion.     Wherefore  till  there  are  more  promifing 
candidates  for  the  fucceffion,  or  till  the  prefent 
occupiers  are,  either  in  my  judgment,  or  accord- 
ing to  the  legal  forms  of  the  conftitution,   con- 
vided  as  unworthy  to  be  entrufted  with  the  affairs 
of  their  department,  I  muft  fupport  them  in  what 
is  neceffary  and  proper  towards  the  due  operation 

of 
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of  their  executive  powers  :  I  will  do  the  fame,  Wil- 
der the  fame  limitations,  by  any  Adminiftratiott" 
his  Majefty  conftitution ally  appoints,  and  I  hum-^ 
bly  apprehend  it  to  be  the  duty  of  Parliament  {a 
to  do. 

Sir,  I  think  there  is  a  very  important  diftinc- 
tion  which  fuggeils  itfelf  on  this  topic  to  a  confi- 
derate  mind.  When  Minifters  are  guilty  of  trea* 
fon  againft  the  liberties  of  the  commonwealth,  and 
againft  its  facred  conftitution, — I  would  be  the 
foremoft  to  hurl  down  the  vengeance  of  the  of-» 
fended  majefty  of  the  people  on  their  heads. 
Whatever  their  fervices  or  abilities,  their  removal 
from  power  ftiould  be  inftant.  The  line  of  duty 
is  in  this  cafe  perfeftly  eafy.  That  infmuations 
and  accufations  of  this  kind  have  been  thrown  out^ 
though  not  to  day,  againft  the  prefent  Minifters, 
I  well  know  ;  but  I  know  as  certainly,  that  the 
grounds  alledged,  however  worked  up  by  confix 
derable  abilities,  were  exceedingly  weak  and  fri-» 
voloiis.  I  have  for  fc^veral  years  paft  been  an 
attentive  obferver  of  affairs,  particularly  in  regard 
to  this  important  concern  ;  and  have  clofely 
examined  all  the  evidence  produced  to  fuppore 
thofe  accufations  againft  Miniftryj  but  they  cannot 
ftand  a  fair  and  fober  difcuffion.  I  have  alfo  with 
no  fmall  regret  feen  Ibme  of  the  moft  refpedable 

names 
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nairies  in  this  kingdom  letthemfelves  dcnvn  fo  I'ai* 
as  to  be  heated,  and  to  heat  others,  into  much  inge- 
nious, though  egregious  fophiftry,  into  much  mif- 
reprefentation  and  abufe,  in  order  to  prove  thac 
favorite  point ;  but  I  aver  with  perfe"6l  convidtion, 
that  there  never  were  majorities  in  Parliament,  that 
had  more  the  advantage,  in  point  of  argument 
and  clear  reafoning,  over  their  opponents,  than 
thofe  which  have  voted  on  the  feveral  conftitu- 
tional  queftions  occafionally  debated  fince  1768.* 

Indeed  this  kind  of  attack  upon  Government 
feems  to  have  been  of  late  given  up,   fmce  the 

•  *  I  beg  leave  to  quote>  in  regard  to  the  lafl  conilitu- 
tional  queftion  agitated  in  1777,  the  words  of  a  very  able 
writer  who  ftiles  himfelf  a  Member  of  Parliament.  Very  un- 
favourable as  he  is  to  Miniftr}',  he  frankly  and  impartially 
acknowledges,  that  "  no  fuperiority  in  point  of  argument 
**  could  be  greater  than  what  the  Minillry  enjoyed  on 
"  the  queftion  of  the  voluntary  fubfcriptions  for  raifing 
*'  men:" — and  he  fubjoins  this  note  in  the  margin;  "  In 
""  a  very  learned  and  able  debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
*'  mons,  ufhered  in  by  Mr.  Dunning,  it  was  attempted 
*'  to  be  proved,  that  the  voluntary  fubfcriptions  for  raif  ng 
**  men  were  of  the  nature  of  Bent'vclences .  But  the  fupe- 
*'  riority  of  the  found  and  plain  argument  on  the  part  of 
"  the  Crown  Lawyers,  in  oppofition  to  ftrained  ingenuity, 
*'  clearly  fhewed  the  futility  of  this  fuppofition."  Exami- 
nation into  the  condu£i  of  Admir.ijlration  from  ij^/^to  1778, 
printed  for  ^/wwz,  p.  11. 

C  American 
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American  war  has  afforded  another  topic  to  op- 
pofition  •,  and  as  it  was  a  prooflefs  charge,  fo  it 
mull  in  JLiftice  be  added,  that  there  is  not  the  leaft 
appearance  of  oppreiTion  of  liberty  or  of  arbitrary 
rule  upon  the  face  of  things,  more  than  occurs 
under  ever}-  adminifrration.  But,  Sir,  if  there  be 
any  thing  that  feems  to  tend  that  way, — or  that 
might  excite  a  fufpicion  of  a  wifh  to  curtail  our  li- 
berties,— itis  the  extreme  licentioufnefs  of  feditious 
abufe,  which  the  prefent  powers  of  Government 
fuffer  beyond  law  and  the  example  of  all  former 
times  :  for  it  may  be  depended  upon  that  when 
the  licentioufnefs  of  fedition  arrives  at  a  certain 
pitch  of  diforder,  it  muft  and  will  be  reftrained 
by  fome  power  or  other  ;  and  when  the  ordinary 
boundaries  of  the  law  are  lb  far  overleaped  on  the 
one  fide,  power  will,  in  its  turn,  be  very  apt,  nay 
perhaps  neceflitated,  to  overleap  them  too  in  the 
fame  or  greater  proportion,  and  to  have  recourfe 
to  extraordinary  remedies  for  extraordinary  dif- 
orders.  One  lawlefs  power  naturally  begets  an- 
other, and  condant  Experience  concurs  with  Rea- 
fon  to  evince,  that  no  two  things  are  more  nearly 
connected  than — extreme  licentioufnefs  and  arbi- 
trary power  J  which  1  intreat  thofe  well  to  conli- 
der,  who  fo  much  abufe  the  wholfome  liberties  of 
this  country. 

Our 
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Our  Lav/5  in  regard  to  the  freedom  of  fpeak- 
ing,  writing,  &c.  with  refpedt  to  Government 
and  its  concerns  are,  in  general,  good,  fuited  to 
our  Conftitution,  and  fufficient  for  the  purpofes 
of  good  order  and  ufeful  liberty.  But  it  is  requi- 
iite  they  fliould  be,  on  proper  occafions,  duly  put 
in  execution  ; — for  as  they  bind  fo  gently,  a  lit- 
tle relaxation  on  the  part  of  government  intro- 
duces much  more  diforder  than  is  confident  with 
the  ends  of  civil  fociety.  And  as  I  am  follicitous 
to  preclude  more  narrow  reftri6lions,  I  am  there- 
fore fanguine  againfl  any  abufe  that  may  ferve  as 
a  fair  pretext,   or  tend,   to  introduce  them. 

* 

I  v/iil  feleft  an  inflance  or  two  of  this  tame 
fufFerance  of  Government,  which  I  have  here 
mentioned,  out  of  the  many  that  mufi  occur  to 
every  one's  recolleflion. 

One  is  a  public  Newfpaper,  Sir:— I  mean  that 
daily  print,  called  the  General Advertife?-  or  Morning 
Intelligencer.  There  is  not  a  week  pafTes  but  that 
publication  flies  in  the  face  of  Government,  and 
all  civil  order,  with  the  moil  indecent  feditious 
reflexions  on  the  higheft  eftablifhed  powers  in 
this  country,  with  aflertions,  infimiations,  and 
an  extreme  political  licentioufnefs,  abfolutely 
contrary  to  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  the  wholefome 
C  2  moderate 
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moderate  laws,  which  regulate  the  effufions  of  our 
printing  prefTes.     I  defire  it  may  be  remarked, 
that  I  am  not  now  determining  on  the  natural  me- 
rit or  demerit  of  this  illegal  conduft  -,  I  leave  that 
here  out  of  the  queftion :   there   are,   doubtlefs, 
circumftances  in  which  a  much  more  violent  op- 
pofition  to  Government  may  be  very  juftifiable. 
All  I  beg  to   be  obferved  are  thefe  fafts ; — that 
fuch  a  degree  of  feditious  licentioufnefs  as  is  con- 
trary to  our  laws,  does  at  prefent  not  fcldom  ftalk 
barefaced  through  the  land  ; — that  our  Conflitu- 
tion  has  vefled  the  powers  that  be  with  legal  au- 
thority to  reprefs  and  punifh  it; — that  neverthelefs 
it  is  tamely  fuffered  to  fet  the  laws  at  defiance; — 
that  this  is  inconfiftent  with  orderly  government, 
good  policy,  with  the  refpedt  due  to  ourfelves  as 
a  Nation,   and  has  a  very  obvious  tendency  both 
to  throw  us  into  confufioh,  and  to  bring  us  under 
the  rule  of  arbitrary  power  :   for  though  poflibly 
anarchy  may  prevail  for  a  time,  the  confequences 
are  moft  likely  to  be  fatal  to  general  liberty.  Peo- 
ple fhould  therefore  well  weigh  the  confequences, 
before  they  venture  too  far  beyond  the  bounds  of 
legal  oppofition*. 

My 

*  Ex  iingue  le'or.em  !  With  what  indignation  muft  not  the 
good  people  of  this  country  have  read  the  following  deteftable 
par;igraph,  fpiriting  them   up  to  wilh  for,  encourage,  aid 

and 
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My  other  inftance  of  tamenefs  In  fuffering  li^ 
centious  abufe,  I  take  from  the  late  Houfe  of 
Commons, — as  it  has  always  peculiarly  ftruck  my 
mind.  Sir,  there  is  a  certain  dec^ency  of  cenfure, 
of  expreffion,  and  of  language,  due  to  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  this  Houfe  from  every  member  of 
it.  There  are,  doubtlefs,  certain  degrees  of  ani- 
madverfion  on  the  rights,  privileges,  and  delibe- 
rate ads  of  this  Reprefentative  body,  which  none 

and  afGft  a  French  invafion  as  a  means  of  promoting  their 
profperity  !  *'  If  the  French  fhould  invade  and  actually 
"  conquer  this  Ifland,  the  taxes,  which  at  prefent  ruin  all 
^'  ranks  of  people,  would  be  taken  off,  commerce  would  be 
♦'  protefted,  and  at  any  rate  we  fhould  not  be  governed  by 
*'  fuch  wretches  as  the  Thane,  Charles  Jenkinfon,  needy 
♦'  Scotchmen,  and  rapacious  contradlors."     General  Jdvcr ' 

tlfer,  Friday  Dec.  25,  p.  2. Good  God  !     if  the   public 

prints  are  fuifered  to  circulate  fuch  private  feditious  fenti- 
nients  of  unworthy  individuals,  under  the  mafk,  pretext, 
and  banner?  of  Oppofition,  we  are  indeed  a  finking  nation. 
I  have  heard  it  often  alledged,  that  there  are  other  public 
papers  equally  abufive  of  private  and  public  charafters  :  bad 
enough  indeed  ;  but  I  am  not  fpeaking  here  of  aiiafiination 
ofcharadter;  I  fpeak  of  feditious  language,  of  exciting  the 
people  to  refiftance,  of  treafonable  fuggeftions  againft  the 
Kjing,  and  fuch-like  delinquencies ;  in  which  the  Paper  I 
ipeak  of  has  not  its  equal,  nor  was  the  like  ever  permitted 
tefbre.  I  mean  not  to  depreciate  its  merits  in  other  refpeds 
as  a  Newfpaper :  I  am  only  here  inllancing  the  fupine  fuf- 
ferance  of  government,  and  the  evil  confequenees  that  flo\V 
ffom  it, 

.-'   ■  of 
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of  its  members  can  ufurp,  without  violating  the 
refpeft  and  duty  they  owe  to  its  high  conftituti- 
cnal  pre-eminence  •,  and  even  where  the  aniraad- 
verfion  is  within'  proper  bounds,  the  expreffions 
and  language  rriade  ufe  of  may  go  beyond  the 
line  of  orderly  ddcenc/.  In  both  thefe  cafes  this 
Honourable  Houfe  has  a  conftitutional  right  to 
cenfure,  punilh,  or  expel,  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  cafe,  the  undutiful  affociate.  Now, 
Sir, — when  was  ever  the  honour,  the  dignity,  the 
honefty,  the  j  uftice  of  a  Houfe  of  Commons  more 
wantonly  and  egregioufly  infuked,  than  by  that 
Member  of  the  lafb  Parliament,  who  calmly  and 
deliberately,  after  having  been  called  to  order 
for  the  fame  infult  jufl  before,  got  up  merely  for 
the  purpofe  of  uttering  this  impeachment  ? — 
"  Standing  up  in  my  place  as  member  for  the 
"  County  of  York,  I  do  declare,  that  this  Houfe  of 
"■  Commons  has  betrayed  the  rights  of  the  People.*^* 
Yet  he  did  it  uncenfured  and  unpuniflied.  I  am 
not  here  cafting  any  refleftion  on  the  very  worthy 
perfon  who  performed  this  feat  •,  he  may  proba- 
bly plead  his  confcience  for  fo  afting,  and  I  dif- 
pute  it  not :  but  I  fay, — that  however  great  be 
that  Gentleman's  worth,  however  pure  his  inten- 

*  See  Debates  of  the  Biifijh  Houfe  of  Comnmis  from  1768  to 
1770,  p.  178. 

tions, 
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tlons,  however  good  his  heart,  however  truly  re« 
fpe<5bable  his  charafter, — which  I  am  fmcereiy  in- 
clined to  acknowledge  in  a  high  degree ; — nay, 
even  fuppofinghis  affertions  were  founded  in  truth, 
which  I  as  pofuively  deny  j — neverthelefs  I  fay, 
that  no  Houfe  of  Commons  ought  to  fuffer  fuch 
reproachful  language,  without  fignal  animadver- 
fion,  as  long  as  it  has  exijlence,  autborily^  and  liberty. 
The  Conftitution  does  not  allow  of  it. 

There  is  a  fort  of  oppofition,  which  goes  to  the 
diiTolution  of  the  ellablilhed  powers ;  and  therefore 
cannot  be  endured  while  thofe  powers  remain  in 
due  fundtion.  And  befides  this, — what  diforderly 
and  brutal  violence  would  it  not  occafion  in  this 
Houfe,  if  fuch  language  as  the  above  was  replied 
and  retorted  to  in  the  fame  ftrain,  which  every 
one  had  as  much  right  to  ufe  as  the  abovemen- 
tioned  honourable  Gentleman. — But  I  am  forry 
to  be  obliged  to  fay,  that  in  thefe  matters.  Ad- 
miniflration,  as  well  as  Parliament,  have,  more 
than  once,  according  to  the  Scripture  phrafe, — ■ 
{trained  at  a  gnat,  and  fwallowed  a  camel. 

But,  Sir,  if  the  line  of  duty  is  plain,  when  mi- 
niiters  abufe  their  power  to  the  oppreffion  of  the 
liberties  and  rights  of  the  people  -,  it  is  very  dif- 
ferent, when  tliey  are  only  convicted  of  error,  or 

weaknefs,. 


v/eaknefs,  Of  ill  condudl,  or  defedt  of  wifdom  or 
knowledge,  or  of  bad  fuccefs,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  national  concerns.  For,  fmce  thefe 
muft  more  or  lefs  be  borne  with  under  all  human 
adminiilrations  ^  fince  there  is  a  portion  of  much 
culpable  infirmity  irt  the  beft:  of  men  j  fince  prac- 
tical politics  admit  of  a  very  confiderable  latitude, 
and  muft  neceflarily  be  much  hinged  on  probabi- 
lities and  contingencies ;  fince  misfortunes,  diffi- 
culties, and  accidents  are  often  unavoidable,  and 
the  race  is  not  always  to  the  fwift,  nor  the  battle 
to  the  ftrong,*— it  is  therefore  obvious,  that  the 
line  of  our  conducl,  in  this  cafe,  is  not  fo  eafy  to 
be  drawn.  Some  allowance  of  human  infirmity, 
and  of  misfortunes,  ought  to  be  fairly  granted  to 
all  adminidrations  •,  and  I  muft  in  truth  add, 
more  particularly  to  thofe  of  this  country,  when 
their  meafures  and  endeavours  for  the  public  fer-' 
vice  are  thwarted,  iinpeded,  and  marred,  as  much 
as  polTible  by  the  ingenuity,  craft,  fenfe,  and  fo- 
phiftry  of  a  violent  and  able  oppofition  :  though 
at  the  fame  time  I  cannot  help  faying,  that  an  ad- 
miniftration,  who,  through  fear  of  the  clamours 
of  oppofition,  ilirink  from  neceffary  vigorous 
meafures,  feem  to  me  to  fhew  more  attachment 
to  tlieir  places,  than  to  the  public  weal,  and  not 
well  fitted  to  hold  the  reins  of  government  in  this 
.country.  And  I  fear  the  Public  has  too  often 
2  fuffered 
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fuffered  from  this  impolitic  pufillanimlty,— which 
facrifices  the  general  inteceft  to  prefent  private 
convenience. 

So  much,  Sir,  I  apprehend,  fairly  follov;s  from 
thefe  premifes, —  that  it  would  be  a  rafh  mode  of 
proceeding,  to  difplace  every  Adminiftration, 
which  has  adied  erroneoufly,  unfldllfully,  or  un- 
fuccefsfully  ;  much  more  fo  for  the  Parliament 
to  interpofe  its  over-ruling  judgment  on  fuch  ge- 
neral grounds ; — that  it  is  alfo  next  to  impoffible 
to  determine,  from  fuch  a  very  general  difplay  or 
things,  how  much  is  imputable  to  mifni'snage- 
ment,  and  how  much  to  other  caufes-, — and  there- 
fore, the  degree  of  blame  and  demerit  of  particu- 
lar adminiftrations,  and  of  our  interference  in 
regard  to  them,  under  fuch  general  imputations, 
muft  depend  on  a  particular  enquiry,  and  all  co- 
temporary  attendant  cio-cumftances. 

But,  Sir,  however  well-difpofed  I  am  to  make 
fair  allowances  for  the  failures  of  public  affairs,  I 
am  not  at  all  inclined  to  fplit  hairs,  or  weigh 
equity  by  grains  and  fcruples,  when  the  fate  of  a 
nation  is  at  ftake  •,  and  therefore  I  repeat,  Sir, 
again, — would  to  God  there  v»'as  an  appearance  of 
a  better  and  more  able  adminiftration  j  more  likelv 
to  meet  with  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the 
D  nation^ 
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nation,  and  to  draw  down  bleflings  and  profperity 
on  its  concerns  !  I  would  not  even  (land  upon 
any  previous  enquiry,  how  far  the  prefent  mi- 
nifters  can  be  exculpated  or  not ;  —  nay,  even  if 
they  could  be  exculpated,  I  ftiU  Ihould  vote,  in 
the  prefent  circumftances,  for  their  giving  up  their 
power  into  abler  hands.  But  where  muft  I  look 
for  any  fuch  encouraging  profpedt  ?  I  am  bold  to 
concur  in  the  obfervation  of  much  older  and  more 
experienced  men  than  myfelf, —  that  there  appears 
a  dearth  of  thofe  fignal  talents  for  government, 
which  have  charafterized  fome  periods.  I  wiU 
hope  they  are  only  latent,  and  that  they  will  ap- 
pear as  occafion  calls  for  them.  But  taking 
things  on  a  moderate  fcale,  where  is  the  body  of 
men,  that  anfwers  to  the  defcription  abovemen- 
tioned, —  the  objed  of  our  political  defires  ? 

In  looking  towards  thofe,  who  are  more  or  lefs 
known  to  the  public,  —  I  fee,  indeed,  a  motley 
group  of  feveral  gentlemen  out  of  office,  whofe 
worth,  rank,  abilities,  and  talents,  are  very  re- 
fpedable  -,  but  no  particular  apparent  fuperiority 
in  thefe  refpeds,  upon  the  whole,  above  the  pre- 
fent minifters «,  no  fupereminent,  unrivalled  poli- 
tical genius.  Alas  !  no  Chatham  !  I  v;ifli  not  in 
the  lead  to  detrad  from  the  ahjolnte  merit  they 
pofTefs  :  I  am  fure  I  feel  not  the  leall  biafs  fo  to  do : 
6  I  only 
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1  only  view  them  now  politically  and  comparatively^ 
and  as  far  as  the  Public  and  the  Parliament  are 
acquainted  with  them.  Perhaps  they  might  ma- 
nage the  affairs  of  the  nation  much  better  than 
the  prefent  adminiftration  have  done;  — fo  might 
perhaps  others :  —  but  nobody  will  fay  that  is 
ground  fufficient  for  parliamentary  interference, 
or  for  prefTing  in  that  manner  any  Minifters  upon 
the  Crown.  Let  me  only  dSk.  this  one  pertinent 
queftion  ;  —  it  deferves  peculiar  attention  in  the 
prefent  argument  j — Have  the  minority  the  favor, 
the  confidence,  the  wilhes  of  the  Nation  ?  Is  the 
fenfe  and  the  opinion  of  the  People  with  their 
principles  and  conduft  ?  * 

*  I  leave  the  queftion  to  be  aniw'ered  by  every  one's  o\Vn 
feelings  and  obfervation.  Mine  anfwer.  No.  I  defire  not 
to  reft  this  negative  on  my  own  credit,  but  I  vouch  the  mor6 
acceptable  opinion  and  experience  of  a  ftrong  opponent  of 
the  prefent  Adminiftration.  —  He  alledges,  that  our  times 
afford  one  of  the  "  few  examples,  in  the  hiftory  of  this 
"  country,  of  unfuccefsful  Minifters,  and  an  unpopular  Op- 

"  pofition." "  That,  in  common  with  the  reft  of 

•*  mankind,  it  is  their  ambition  to  get  into  power,  it  wers 
"  folly  to  difpute ;  that  they  have  erred  in  the  means"  [viz. 
obtaining  the  voice  of  the  people]  '*  it  were  blindnefs  not 
*'  to  fee."  ......    **  While  the  torrent  of  popular  rage 

•*  was  ready,  at  every  moment,  to  burft  out  againft  our  Mi- 
"  nifters  for  their  ill  conduft,  the  people  could  repofe  no 
"  confidence  in  the  Minority,  whose  principles  theT 
**  ABHORRED."  Exominatiex  into  the  Condufi  of  the  Prefent 
Adminijiration,  from  177410  1 778^,  by  a  Mimber  of  Parliament ^ 
P,  5,  6.     Mmun, 

D  2  I  think. 
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I  think,  Sir,  I  do  difcriminate  here  and  there 
an  individual  out  of  office,  —  who  has  fome  pre- 
eminent title  to  our  political  expe6tations ;  —  to 
whom  the  Public  in  general  do  look  i^p  with  ra- 
ther more  diftinguiilied  hope,  confidence,  and 
good  opinion- — by  whom,  perhaps,  both  So- 
vereign and  People  unite  in  thinking  -that  the 
public  fervice  might  be  advantaged.  What  is  the 
caufe  then  that  they  are  not  employed  ?  I  would 
hope  no  regard  to  party  prevails  in  this  cafe  over 
the  public  welfare,  to  check  the  invitation,  or 
occaficn  the  refufal.  There  may  be^  likely  enough, 
more,  who  deferve  the  fame  or  greater  regard  •,  — 
but  their  fuperior  talents  are  not  yet  come  forth 
into  public  view  ;  —  they  are  unknown  or  un- 
tried. 

Sir,  I  think  m^yfelf  now  warranted  to  conclude 
from  thefe  premifes,  —  that  this  Houfe  has  not 
fufficient  reafon  to  give  its  fentiments  againfl'  the 
prefent  Adminiftration,  previous  to  a  proper  en- 
quiry, how  far  they  are,  or  are  not,  to  blame  for  the 
errors  and  misfortunes  laid  to  their  charge.  This 
will  be  ftill  more  ftrongly  evidenced  from  the  fe- 
quel.  But,  if  his  Majefty  chufes  to  appoint  ano- 
ther Adminiftration  to  morrow,  or  to  day,  T  have 
not  the  leafi  objedion  in  the  world.  Sir,  our  Con- 
llitution  has  very  wifely  allotted  different  parts  to 

th^, 
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the  different  orders  of  the  State  ;  and  it  is  much 
to  be  willied,  that  we  were  all  particularly  circum-' 
fpedl  not  to  break  in  upon,  or  counteraft,  the  rules 
and  the  fpirit  of  that  wife  dilpofition.  It  is  the 
peculiar  department  of  the  Crown  to  appoint  and 
difplace  Miniflers,  according  to  its  own  difcre- 
tionary  wifJom  :  it  is  ours  to  petition  and  remon- 
ftrate  againft,  or  to  impeach,  evil  ones.  The 
Crown  is  the  proper  conftitutional  judge  before-, 
hand,  who  are  the  moft  likely,  fit,  or  propei-efl 
perlbns  to  fill  the  executive  offices  of  the  ftate  :. 
we,  on  our  part,  have  a  conftitutional  right  to 
judge  of,  and  cenfure,  their  condudl  in  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  them.  But  for  the  Parliament  to 
interfere  in  the  appointment,  or  without  very  fuffi- 
cient  caufe,  in  the  removal  of  Minifters ;  or  to 
take  part  with  all  the  clamors  and  charges  of  a 
difcontentcd  minority  -,  is  below  its  dignity,  would 
lelTen  its  refped,  and  introduce  confufion.  It  is  ■ 
therefore  what  no  Parliament  ever  has  pracftiied. 

That  this  nation  has  been  involved  in  a  very 
unpropitious  war  for  thefe  four  years  pall,  — 
that  w'e  have  expended  much  blood  and  treafure 
in  it,  without  any  equivalent, —  and  that  many  are 
the  difficulties  and  evils  it  has  apparently  involved 
us  in,  —  all  this  I  readily  grant ;  but  to  the 
conclufion,  that  the  whole  blame  of  this  war,  its 
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ill  fuccefs,  and  its  attendant  or  conreqiient  evils, 
mud  be  laid  upon  the  folly,  inability,  wicked- 
nefs,  and  ill  condu6l  of  the  prefent  Adminiftra- 
tion,  impartial  reafon  bids  me  to  demur. 

An  Honourable  Gentleman  ufed  this  lingular 
argument  to  prove  it,  to  wit,  that  all  our  Com- 
manders had  defired  leave  to  refign  their  com- 
mands, and  were  come  home  dilTatisfied  with  the 
conduct  of  our  Minifters.  Sir,  I  rather  think 
that  Gentleman  to  be  miflaken,  as  to  the  gene- 
rality of  this  afTertion  ;  but  let  it  be  admitted : 
—  I  afk,  have  thefe  difcontented  Commanders 
been  fuccefsful  ?  No.  Has  not  the  nation  been 
diflatisfied  with  the  want  of  better  fuccefs  ?  Yes. 
And  has  not  that  dilTatisfaftion  been  exprefTed  in 
cafling  the  blame,  according  to  people's  various 
views  of  things,  either  on  the  Minifters  or 
the  Commanders  ?  Certainly.  Now,  in  fuch  a 
ftate  of  things,  it  is  doubtlefs  as  natural  for  a 
General,  in  looking  about  for  the  caufes  of  his 
failure,  to  find  fomething  faulty  in  the  plans,  di- 
reftions,  orders,  or  fupport,  under  which  he  has 
^fted,  to  quit  his  unfavourable  ftation,  and  to  com- 
plain of  the  Minifters,  as  it  is  for  thofe  Minifters, 
in  the  fame  ftate  of  mind,  to  feek  for  the  fault 
in  the  mifmanagement  of  the  General  •,  —  both 
may  the  more  eafily  find  and  exaggerate   the 
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fuppofed  faults,  when  they  are  at  fuch  a  diftance 
from  each  other,  and  in  luch  a  fituation  as  ours ; 
—  both  with  great  integrity  and  fincerity, — only 
with  the  biafs  of  a  difcontented  mind,  eager  to 
juilify  itfelf. 

But  what  can  one  conclude  from  thefe  very  ge- 
neral premifes  againft  either  ? — Nothing  in  favor  of 
the  one  to  the  prejudice  of  the  other.  And  I  may 
in  truth  further  add  this  obfervation  againft  the 
argument  of  the  Honourable  Gentleman, — that 
where  there  has  been  ill  fuccefs,  or  apparent  fault 
fomev/here, — there  are  as  many  plaufibk  objeftions 
againft  the  condu6t  of  the  Commanders  of  our 
forces,  as  againft  the  directions  and  fuperintend- 
ing  power  under  which  they  .adled.  I  beg  to  be 
rightly  underftood.  I  fay  not  that  there  are  any 
ifeal  valid  ones  againft  either,  nor  even  •plattftble 
ones  in  fome  cafes  of  ill  fuccefs  ;  but  I  appeal 
to  the  public  fenfc,  whether  there  is  not,  upon 
the  face  of  things,  as  much  occafion  to  throw  re- 
flexion on  the  execution,  as  upon  the  direction, 
of  the  unfuccefsful  meafures. 

Among  the  ftriking  apparent  caufes  of  our 
failure  againft  the  revolted  Colonies,  ftands  fore- 
moft,  in  the  public  confideration,  that  expedition 
to  Philadelphia,  and  all  its  circumftances,  whicftf' 
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an  Honourable  Gentleman,  a  late  Coijimiflioner 
to  America,  has  this  day  brought  forward  in  that 
view  :  it  may  poffibly  be  very  juftifiable ;  but 
till  we  are  better  informed,  there  certainly  feems 
to  lie  a  moft  egregious  blame  in  that  quarter, 
from  whence  that  naval  expedition  to  Philadel- 
phia originated.  I  am  fure  the  nation  has  a  right 
to  an  inquiry  into  thefe  and  other  great  failures  -, 
fnore  particularly,  confidering  the  mutual  general 
accufations  that  have  been  publicly  reciprocrated ; 
and  fince  all  parties  feem  heartily  willing  to  meet 
it,  I  hope  it  will  be  very  foon  brought  on. 

But,  Sir,  fince  Gentlemen  have  chofen  to  anti- 
cipate the  propofed  enquiry  fo  far,  as  to  go  into 
the  fuppofed  general  caufes  of  our  ill  fuccefs,  it  is 
but  fair  to  attend  to  that  peculiarity  of  circum- 
ftances  and  {ituation,  which  have  rendered  this  war 
the  moft  difficult  conteft  this  country  ever  was 
e-ngaged  in, —  the  like  of  which  occurs  not  in  our 
annals,  nor  in  thofe  of  any  other  nation.  I  fhall 
only  briefly  hint  at  fome,  and  enlarge  more  upon 
others,  according  as  miay  moft  ferve  to  profit. 

-  Armies  to  be  tranfported  to  North-America, 
acrofs  an  .ocean  of  3000  miles,  together  with  all 
kinds  of  ordnance  ftores,  arms,  and  ammunition 
for  their  ufe  :    thofe  armies   to  be,    in   general, 
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recruited  and  fupplied,  as  well  with  new  men,  as 
with  every  thing  elfe,  from  Europe.  The  people 
that  have  obliged  us  to  thefe  efforts,  are  a  thriving 
and  improving  nation,  amounting  to  at  leail 
three  millions  of  fouls,  defcended  for  the  moft 
part  from  our  own  ftock,  and  as  much  aflimilated 
with  us,  in  all  refpe^ls,  as  the  people  in  Great 
Britain  are  with  one  another :  the  fame  arms,  the 
fame  art  of  war,  the  fame  language,  the  fame  fort 
of  liberal  feelings,  the  fame  free  and  determined 
fpirit,  the  fame  love  of  liberty,  the  fame  ftate  of 
improvement  in  civilized  life,  and  in  every  thing 
really  ufeful  and  valuable,  as  ourfelvesj — without 
our  luxurious  and  diffipated  manners.  This  peo- 
ple, inhabiting  the  vaft  continent  of  North  Ame- 
rica, to  the  length  of  near  3000  miles,  as 
well  as  to  a  confiderable  breadth,  where  barren 
wafte,  or  favage  nations,  bound  their  territory, 
are  united  in  a  confederated  league  to  fupport 
their  independence  againft  us  j  are  entire  mailers 
of  this  extenfive  country,  and  perfe6tly  well  ac- 
quainted with  it.  No  province  or  diltrift  with 
us,  no  afliftance  or  fupport  there  :  we  have  all 
along  pofTefTed  only  the  ground  which  our  army 
occupied,  or  could  immediately  command.  Never 
were  European  arms  carried  acrofs  the  Atlantic 
on  fuch  a  difadvantageous  footing.  Let  it  further 
be  confidered,  that  it  is  three  weeks  or  more, 
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before  any  intelligence  from  thence  arrives  here, 
and  fix  before  anfwer  can  be  received  to  it.  How 
peculiarly  difficult  to  lay  the  plans  and  direft  the 
operations  for  reducing  by  force  of  arms  fuch  a 
people,  in  fuch  circumftances,  at  fuch  a  diftance, 
and  with  fuch  advantages !  I  am  aware  of  their 
difadvantages  •,  but  they  are  nothing  compara- 
tively with  the  above,  when  fupported  by  thofe 
I  am  ftill  to  enumerate. 

For,    Sir,   befides  thefe  general  circumftances 
that  uncommonly  enhance   the  difficulties  of  the 
prefent  war,  I  muft  not  omit  one  peculiar  difad- 
vantage  attending  this  conteft,  in  which  it  is  un- 
paralleled both  in  example  and  in  impropriety. 
Sir,    every   general    meafure    refpefting   North 
America  is  fuppofed  to  want,   and  has  accord- 
ingly had,    a   Parliamentary  fanftion.     War  or 
peace  ;  negotiation  or  no  negotiation  •,    the  terms 
on  which  we  will  or  will  not  negotiate  ;  what  we 
will  or  will  not  grant  •,  what  we  will  or  will  not 
do  in  this  conteft  •, — are  made  matters  of  legiQa- 
tion, — points  of  Parliamentary  fettlement.     No- 
thing demanded,   granted,   or  relaxed  without  an 
exprefs  A6t  of  Parliament.     A  method  in  war 
quite  foreign  and  incongruous  to  our  Conftitu- 
tion, — and  therefore  no  wonder  it  has  thriven  fo 
ill.     Every  attentive  perfon,  at  all  converfant  in 
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public  affairs,  muft  have  obferved  the  inconvc- 
niencies  and  difadvantages  to  our  interefls  refult- 
ing  from  this  unpropitious  circumftance,  efpe- 
cially  in  thefe  times  of  political  licentioufnefs.  I 
vvill  only  jufl  hint  at  the  delay  from  Parliamentary 
forms,  Parliamentary  debates,  and  Parliamentary 
recefs,  and  at  the  glaring  impropriety  of  your 
meafures  and  your  terms  being  known  to  your 
enemy,  and  coming  to  him  ready  canvaffed,  long 
before  you  put  the  formicr  in  execution,  or  pro- 
pofe  the  latter.  What  fort  of  a  negotiation,  I 
pray,  muft  that  be,  when  your  enemy  knows  the 
ultimatum  you  intend  to  offer  before  you  do  offer 
it  ? — The  only  advantage  to  be  derived  from  it  is 
what  we  have  neglected  to  ufe  ;  I  mean  the  faving 
the  trouble  and  expence  of  fending  out  extraor- 
dinary Commiffioners :  for  furely  when  the  gene- 
ral terms,  on  which  you  will  treat,  are  declared 
by  a  public  Aft  of  Parliament,  which  may  be 
comrriunicated  by  a  flag  of  truce,  it  appears  very 
abfurd  to  fend  out  a  pompous  and  expenfiveCom- 
miffion  to  fettle  the  detail,  till  you  know  whe- 
ther your  general  grounds  are  agreed  to.  Till 
then  it  can  do  nothing  i  and  if  thofe  general 
grounds  are  rejefted,  they  can  not  be  enlarged  or 
relaxed  without  another  equally  public  aft  of  the 
Legiilature.  In  fliort,  this  fort  of  Parliamentary 
legiflative  war  is  a  monfter  in  our  Conftitution, 
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and  h:is  accordingly  led  us  into  monfirous  abfur- 
dities. 


I  have  not  yet  done  with  the  unexampled  c'wcum- 
ftances  of  this  war.  There  remains  one  more  for 
me  to  mention  ;  the  laft  in  order,  but  not  the 
leaft  in  fatality.  There  never  was  a  war  waged 
by  us  before  this,  Sir,  in  which  a  numerous  and 
able  Oppofition,  favoured,  defended,  abetted, 
juftified,  and  encouraged  the  enemy  j — nay, 
glory  in  it,  —  and  that  openly  in  the  face  of 
Parliament,  of  the  Nation,  and  of  the  whole 
World.  They  may  perhaps  plead  confcience  for 
fo  aftingi  I  judge  not  their  hearts,  or  their  mo- 
tives •,  let  them  fee  to  that :  I  only  appeal  to 
the  fad:  as  an  unparalleled  inftance  of  baneful 
Oppofition. 

Sir,  I  fpeak  only  of  what  is  public,  open, 
and  known  to  every  body, — Parliamentary  de- 
bates, public  prints  and  documents.  Every  part 
of  the  condu6t  of  thofe,  againft  whom  we  are  at 
■war,  has  been  juftified  and  extolled  both  in  and 
out  of  Parliament,  while  that  of  our  Govern- 
ment, who  reprefent  the  Nation,  has  been  con- 
demned, vilified,  abufed,  and  imputed  to  the 
bafeft  motives.  Reafons  and  abufe  (I  difpute  not 
the  pure  intentions  of  thofe  Vy'ho  uttered  them) 
6  but 
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but  I  fay, — Reafons  and  abufe  have  been  plenti- 
fully furnifhed  to  the  adverfary  from  our  Parlia- 
mentary debates  :  thefe,  together  with  fervent 
wilhes,  prayers,  and  endeavours  that  we  might 
not  fucceed,  loft  no  efficacy  in  crofling  the  At- 
lantic, or  in  being  accompanied  with  private  cor- 
refpondence  •, — and  that  they  have  often  ferved 
to  revive  the  drooping  fpirits  of  our  adverfaries 
in  America,  and  to  give  frefli  vigour  to  their 
efforts,  fome  ftriking  inftances  upon  record  can 
witnefs.  We  know  alfo  of  a  public  fociety,  which 
avowed  the  exprefs  intention  of  fupporting  the 
revoked  againft  what  it  ftiled  murders  committed 
by  the  national  forces. — I  rejoice,  faid  a  very 
great  man  in  his  place  in  Parliament,  I  rejoice 
THAT  America  has  resisted. — Would  not  this 
to  the  Americans  be  equivalent  in  efficacy  to  the 
fandtion  of  an  oracle  in  the  days  of  yore  ?  Sir, 
it  is  known  to  all  the  world,  that  from  the  time 
of  the  Stamp  AtSt,  to  the  prefent  moment,  the 
conduct  of  the  American  Colonies  has  been  moft 
efficacioufly  fupported,  in  the  manner  abovemen- 
tioned,   by  a  party  in  this  country.* 

Of 

*  "  The  Society  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  became  the  oftenfi- 
•*  ble  Patrons  of  the  Colonies.  They  tranfmitted  fums  of 
"  money  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  their  intrigues  and  op- 
"  pofition  ;  they  were  exhorted  by  them  to  pcrfevere  in  their 

**  refiftance 
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Of  all  the  difficulties  which  this  Adminiftra- 
tion,  our  Generals,  our  Admirals,  and  the  Na- 
tion, have  had  to  ftruggle  with, — this  is  the  moft 
baneful.  Of  all  grievances,  this  is  the  heavieft  : 
I  wonder  it  has  not  funk  us ;  other  nations  ftand 
amazed  how  we  go  on  at  all.  If  there  be  2,  fecrei 
influence  anywhere  elfe' which  has  contributed  to 


refiftanxre  of  Afts  of  the   Legiflature,    which   they  de- 
clared to    be    NO  Parliament.     Property,  fay  they,  is 
the  natural  right  of  mankind .  The  conns  £li  on  betnueen  taxation: 
and  reprefentation  is  its  nevejjary  conjequence.     The  co7ine£iion 
is  nc-M  broken,  and  taxes  are  to  be  le-vied  both  in  England  and 
in  America  by  men  ivho  are  not  their  refpeili-ve  repre/entati'ves. 
Our  cau-se  is   one;   our  enemies   are   the  same. 
We   trust  our    constancy    and    conduct   will 
NOT  differ.    Demands  which  are  made  without 
authority,    should    ee   heard  without   obedi- 
ence."    Among  the  figncrsof  this  truly  patriotic  epiftle, 
we  find,  among  others,  the  celebrated  names   of  Glynn 
and   Oliver,    Trevannion   and   Townfend,    Mawby   and" 
Sawbridge.     ---------<<  But  it  was 

not  only  public  focieties,  private  individuals  enforced 
the  fame  dodlrines  :  Go  on,  go  on,  fay  they,  in  Letters 
which  filled  all  the  public  papers,  your  friends  are  daily  in- 
creafing  in  England ;  per/e-Vere,  and  your  Resistance  auilf 
be  cronxined  vjith  fnccefs.  When,  in  fuperaddition  to  thofc 
fafts,  are  mentioned  public  fpeeches  and  inflammatory 
writings,  can  any  mortal  heficate  to  concur  in  thinking 
with  us,  that  the  prefent  war  with  the  Colonies  was  ra-' 
ther  ENCOURAGED  than  provoked  ?" — Anfiuer from  the' 
EkSIors  of  Brijlol  to  Mr.  Burke. 

our 
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our.  misfortunes,* — this  at  leaft  is  an  open,  evi- 
dent, palpable,  influential  dead  weight  on  our 
affairs. 

Sir,   I  am  very  willing  to  allot  to  Adminiftra- 
tion  their  fhare  of  error  and  mifcondu6t ;    but  it  is 
with  true  conviftion  that  I  concur  with  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  in  tracing  to  the  above  un- 
paralleled kind  of  oppofition,  a  very  ample  Ihare 
of  all  the  evils  that  have  been  to  day  and  daily 
fo  rhetorically  difplayed,  as  having  flowed  from 
the  American  war.     That  adlive  influence  will 
ever  fliand  recorded  in  our  hifl:ory  among  the  chief 
caufes  of  the  exifl:ence,   continuance,  protradion, 
and  ill  fuccefs  of  that  unhappy  conteft.     And  if 
we  do  finally  lofe  thofe  thirteen  Colonies, — Sir,  it 
has  already  been  prophetically  recorded  by  the 
nervous  pen  of  Junius  to  what  quarter  the  blame 
may  juftly  be  brought  home  :  hear  him,   who  is 
in   this  cafe  an  uncontrovertible  judge.     "  Un- 
"  fortunately   for   this    country    (fays   he)    Mr. 
'*  Grenville  was  at  any  rate  to  be  diftrefl^ed  becaufe 
*'  he  was  minifter,  and  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Cam- 
"  DEN   were   to  be  the  patrons  of  America,    be- 
"  cauie  they  were  in  oppofition.     Their  declara- 
**  tion  gave  fpirit  and  argument  to  the  Colonies  -, 

•  Mr.  Hartley's  Z,f/m-/,  p.  43. 
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"  and  while,  perhaps,  they  meant  no  more  than 
*'  the  ruin  of  a  minifter,  they  in  effect  divided 

*'  ONE   HALF  OF  THE  EMPIRE  FROM  THE   OTHER."* 

Poflierity,  not  finding  the  fam.e  excufes,  which 
our  perfonal  knowledge  of  their  worth  fuggefts  to 
us,  will  execrate  the  memory  of  thofe  men  who, 
by  their  ill-timed  violent  oppofition,  have  cut 
off  thirteen -valuable  provinces  from  the  Empire. 

Was  it  not  exprefsly  and  argumentatively  fore- 
told, Sir,  in  thofe  incomparable  Protefts  upon 
record  againft  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Ad, — that 
the  condudt  of  thofe  who  repealed  it  (the  fame 
party  and  clafs  of  men  who  have  fupported  the 
Colonies  to  this  day-f)  would  inevitably  "  bring 
"  upon  us  all  thofe  evils  and  inconveniences,  to 
"  the  fear  of  which  we  now  facrifice  the  Sove- 
"  reignty  of  the  Realm,  and  this  at  a  time  when  the 
**  flrength  of  our  Colonies,  as  well  as  their  defire 
"  of  a  total  Independence  on  the  legillature  and 
"  government  of  their  Mother  country  may  be 
"  greatly  augmented  •,  and  when  the  circum- 
"  fiances  and  difpofirions  of  the  other  powers 
"  of  Europe  may  render  the  contefl  far  more 
"  dangerous    and     formidable    to     this    King- 

*  juxius's  Letters,  Vol.  i.  p.  9. 
t  See  Mr,  Hartley's /-«?««Vj  p.  54. 

dom." 
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dom."* — In  fa6l,  all  this  war  we  are  involved  in 
with  our  Colonies  is  folely  in  fupport  of  that 
Declaratory  Law,  which  the  abovementioned 
clafs  of  men  were  the  authors  of:  for  the  Parlia- 
mentary Sovereignty,  which  it  aflcrts,  is  the  fun- 
damental bafis  of  all  other  rights  of  Government, 
and  is  therefore  what  the  revolted  Colonifts  have 
^principally  revolted  from. — It  is  the  ground  of 
our  quarrel.  The  Congrefs  itfelf  explicitly  de- 
clares it  to  be  the  fum  total  oi  all  the  grievances^  of 
which  they  copipl(iin.\  So  that  in  every  refpedt 
this  is  the  war  of  the  Oppofition  •,  that  is,  they 
have  brought  it  on  us,  they  have  encouraged  its 
progrefs,  they  have  ufed  their  bell  endeavours  to 
render  us  unfuccefsful  j  they,  therefore,  muft  an- 
fwer  to  their  country  for  all  its  evil  confe- 
quences.  J 

Sir,  how  eagerly  was  the  agreable  circum- 
ftance  of  our  laft  augmentation  being  fo  fpeedily 

*  Lords  Protefis,  Vol.  II.  p.  281.  The  two  Protefts  againft 
the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Aft  are  well  worthy  the  attention 
of  thofe,  who  wilh  to  form  a  true  judgment  of  things. 

•|-  See  their  Declaration. 

X  A  very  long  note  intended  for  this  place,  relative  to 
fome  part  of  Mr.  D.  Hartley's  Letters  on  this  Subjeft,  I 
have  rather  placed  by  itfelf  at  the  end  of  this  pamphlet, 
that  the  connedion  of  the  Speech  might  not  be  too  much  in- 
terrupted by  the  length  of  thofe  remarks. 
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raifed  catched  at  to  day,    in  order  to  impute  it  to 
an  evil  occafioned  by  thofe,  who  have  fupported 
the  conftitutional  fubordination  of  the  Colonies, 
If  we  do  not  get  men,  it  is, — the  people  will  not 
ferve  in  fuch  a  war,  or  under  fuch  an  adminiftra- 
tion :  if  they  come  in  chearfully  to  ferve  their 
country,  it  is, — trade  and  manufadcures  fail  in  this 
fatal  war.    Inconfillent  and  pitiful  fhifts  !  But  let 
the  latter  pofition  be  admitted, — it  is  plain  from 
the  above  premifes,   at  whofe  door  the  guilt,   if 
any,  lies,  as  well  of  this,  as  of  all  other  diftrefles 
occafioned  by  the  American  war.     Thank  Godj 
Sir,  thofe  diftrefles  are  not  fo  great  as  fome  peo- 
ple feem  inclined  to  make  them.    I  differ  fo  far  as 
to  be  certain,   if  I  have  any  fenfes,   that  this  Na- 
tion is  in  a  very  flourifhing  happy  condition,  and 
likely  to  continue  io,   if  its  concerns  are  managed 
by  wife,  honeft,   and  intelligent  counfels, — even 
fuppofing  the  perfeft  emancipation  of  the  thirteen 
American  Colonies.     I  am  confident,  Sir,  that, 
under  fuch  adminiftration,  we  fhould  not  be  a  lefs 
flourifhing,  lefs  potent,  or  lefs  happy  people  for 
that  lofs.     By  adopting  in  many  refpefts  a  more 
liberal  and  enlarged  policy,  with  regard  to  Ire- 
land,   to  trade,  to  our  own  fubjefts,  and  to  fo- 
reigners i  by  turning  our  views  to  cultivate  new 
fources   for    trade  and  commerce  -,  by  drawing 
clofer  fuch  connexions  as  will  moft  favour  our 
5  trade 


t    35    ] 

trade  and  maftufaftures  j  by  wife  alliances  on  the 
continent ;  by  moderate,  prudent,  and  firm  con-^ 
daft  towards  other  powers ;  by  a  fkillful  perfe- 
vering  attention  to  the  oeconomical  management 
and  improvement  of  the  public  revenue  -,  by  wife 
regulations  refpedling  our  dependencies  abroad ; 
by  unremitted  vigilance  to  maintain  our  fupe- 
riority  of  naval  power  ; — by  fuch  methods  as  are 
only  pointed  to  by  thefe  imperfeft  hints,  and 
many  more  difcoverable  to  perfons  of  greater  faga- 
city,  I  am  perfuaded  that  we  might  draw  forth 
from  the  flock,  the  induftry,  the  knowledge, 
the  fkill,  and  the  patriotifm  of  our  people,  an 
infinite  variety  of  great  refources  and  advantages, 
which  would  continue  to  render  us  long  a  power- 
ful,   a  wealthy,  and  a  happy  Nation. 

In  the  mean  time.  Sir, — I  am  very  ready  to 
acknov/ledge  the  evils  of  war.  It  is  a  peftilence  I 
never  think  of  but  with  horror.  But  it  is  an  un- 
avoidable evil,  and  when  we  are  necelTarily  en- 
gaged in  it,  the  diflrefles  it  occafions  mull  be 
borne  with  fortitude  and  patriotifm.  But  this 
Nation,  thank  God,  has  hitherto  felt  no  other 
than  fuch  as  are  common  to  all  our  wars, — if  not 
in  fort,  at  leaft  in  quantity;  and  I  think  there  is 
fufficient  reafon  to  flatter  ourfelves,  that  we  arc  at 
leall  as  able,  under  the  afliftance  of  Heaven,  as 
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we  have  ever  been  for  centuries  pafl,  to  defend 
ourfelves  from  the  perfidious  attacks  of  our  ene- 
mies, and  to  ward  off  the  diftrefies  they  intend 
us. — I  am  not  without  hopes  of  doing  more. 

I  cannot,  Sir,  clofe  this  part  of  my  Speech, 
without  begging  it  may  be  rightly  underflood, 
that  by  giving  to  the  Oppofition  their  due  fhare 
of  having  involved  us  in  this  war  and  its  attend- 
ant evils,  1  mean  not  by  any  means  to  deny  or 
cover  mifcondu^l  in  our  Minifters,  or  the  fliare  of 
blame,  that  from  thence  muft  devolve  upon  them. 
It  is,  however,  with  more  perfe(5t  evidence  and 
certainty,  that  we  can  pronounce  a  general  fen- 
tence  againft  the  former  than  againft  the  latter  ; 
becaufe  we  have  heard  the  defences  and  apologies 
of  thole,  while  thefe  are  in  fuch  a  delicate  fitua- 
tion,  that  they  often  can  not  alledge  the  reafons  of 
their  political  condudl,  without  betraying  the 
charge  entrufted  to  them.  I  agree,  neverthelefs, 
that  it  is  necelTary  and  right  for  us  to  judge,  in 
many  cafes,  according  to  the  light  before  us,  and 
the  importance  of  the  fubjed  ; — and  alfo  to  de- 
mand and  infift  on  fufncient  information.  I  will 
alfo  freely  fay, — that  I  fee  and  lament  m.any 
grievances  and  evils  in  the  adminiftration  of  our 
public  concerns, — unfortunately  not  peculiar  to 
tMs  or  that  fet  of  Minifters,  for  then  they  were 
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cafily  remedied, — but  too  common  to  all,  or  too 
deeply  rooted  in  the  luxurious  diffipation  and  pro- 
fufion  of  the  age.  At  the  fame  time  I  know  of 
nothing  fo  likely  to  remedy  them,  or  to  procure 
and  fecure  to  us  an  honeft,  virtuous,  and  able 
adminiftration  of  Government  —  as  an  honeft, 
virtuous,  able,  and  truly  patriotic  Oppofition. 

II. 

I  am  come  now.  Sir,  to  the  other  topic  alledged 
to  prove  the  abfurdity  of  trufting  the  prefent  Mi- 
niftry  with  the  condu6t  of  affairs,  and  the  necef- 
fity  of  our  infifting  on  their  removal.    It  was. 

The  prefumption,  that  they  would  continue 
part  of  our  forces  in  the  revolted  colonies,  for 
the  purpofe  of  purfuing  the  mad  and  ruinous 
fcheme  of  reducino;  them  to  obedience. 
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Indeed,  the  Honourable  Gentleman  *,  who  par- 
ticularly urged  this  topic  at  firft,  modeftly  added, 
he  could  not  prefume  to  diftate  where  our  forces 
might  be  employed  to  the  moft  advantage,  as  that 
muft  depend  on  more  particular  information  than 
he  could  pretend  to.  And  this  fliould  have  pre- 
vented his  zeal  from  hurrying  him,  immediately 

*  Mr.  Fox. 
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after,  into  the  Imprudence  artd  inconTiftency  of 
alTerting,  that  he  would  fooner  refufe  his  aflent  to 
the  force  now  to  be  voted,  than  fee  any  part  of 
it  employed  againft  the  prefent  powers  in  North 
America.  For,  on  a  little  calm  refleftion,  he  muft 
allow,  with  every  body  elfe,  that  it  would  be  the 
height  of  political  and  unconftitutional  abfurdity, 
to  prefcribe  limits  to  the  executive  power  of  the 
Crown  in  any  war,  and  particularly  in  fuch  a  one 
as  this,  in  regard  to  the  places  where  our  regular 
forces  Jhall  or  Jhall  not  be  fent,  or  kept :  this  muft 
fo  much  depend  on  particular  circumftances  and 
exigencies,  on  fecret  information,  and  other  fimi- 
lar  contingencies,  that  a  diicretionary  power  of 
direding  the  force  of  this  country,   in  time  of 
war  or  rebellion,  is  wifely  vefted  in  the  Crown. 
And  therefore  v/e  mufl  neceffarily  truft  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  executive  power  with  the  Ad- 
miniftration  for  the  time  being,  or  fall  into  very 
great  political  abfurdities.     Upon  that  manage- 
ment the  Lords  and  Commons   are  the  proper 
check  i  and   if  we  find  fufficient  reafons  not  to 
truft  them,  we  muft   petition    and    remonftrate 
acrainft,  or  impeach  them,  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  cafe. 

But,  for  God*s  fake.  Sir,  let  us  avoid  confu- 
fion,   and  not  miftake  our  conftitutional  office 
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and  department.  We  are  not  the  executive  power, 
but  a  control  over  the  aftions  of  that  power  :  our 
proper  ofHce  is  not  to  plan,  or  dire6t  the  future 
meafures  or  operations  of  war,  but  to  pafs  our 
judgment  or  cenfure,  if  need   be,  on  thofe  that 
are  pad.     I  wilh,  from  my  foul,  that  Parliament 
had  not  been  fo  deeply  involved  in  the  executive 
department :   the  inconveniences  refuking   from 
thence,  in  regard  to  our  tranfaclions  with  the  Co- 
lonies, have  been  touched  on  above ; — but  this  is 
■not  all  the  evil.     It  is,  befides,  a  precedent  of  a 
very   dangerous  nature   to  the  wife  order,   and 
rules  of  our  free  Conftitution.     Sir,    if  further 
purfued,    it  has  a  fatal   tendency  to   annihilate 
that  awful  control  over  minifterial  condud,  which 
refults  from  the  dread  of  a  parliamentary  enquiry  5 
the  mofl  effedtual  fecurity  for  a  proper  and  pru- 
dent exertion  of  executive  power.     For,  if  we  di-- 
re6t  meafures,  or  give  them  our  previous  appro^ 
bation,  and  they  prove  evil  ones,  the  odium  falls 
on  us  ;  we  lofe  our  rerpe(5l  with  the  people,  they 
lofe  their  remedy  againft  bad  minifters,  and  the 
falutary  benefits  of  the  divifion  of  political  power, 
as  allotted  by  our  Conftitution,  and  approved  by 
long  experience,  are  precluded.     I  am  perfuaded, 
if  the  Honourable  Gfntleman,   who  occafionecl 
this  refleftion,  had  confidered  this,  he  would  not 
have  let  fall  any  thing,  that  has  fo  fatal  a  tendency 

to 
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to  encroach  on  the  political  order  of  our  govern- 
ment, and  the  facred  interefts  of  liberty  *. 

Having  faid  thus  much,  in  general,  on  the  im- 
propriety of  the  Parliament's  interfering,  to  direft 
or  limit  the  employment  of  our  armed  force  in 
time  of  war,  I  proceed  to  the  queflion  which  has 
been  agitated  to  day,  —  whether  found  policy 
does,   or  does  not,   dictate  the   withdrawing  all 

our 

*  The  following  extraft,  from  a  pamphlet  which  I  have 
before  quoted,  is,  in  my  opinion,  fraught  with  fome  very 
pertinent  and  wife  obfervations.  "  It  is  univerfally  under- 
•*  flood,  that  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  theMinifter  to  conduft  the 
•'  executive  part  of  government,  without  the  intervention 
*'  of  Parliament.  Nothing  can  be  more  wife,  becaufe  no- 
*'  thing  can  be  attended  with  greater  fafety  than  this  rule : 
•'  the  Minifter  is  anfvverable  for  his  conduft  to  the  Nation  ; 
**  the  dread  of  a  parliamentary  enquiry  keeps  him.  in  awe ; 
*'  and  it  is  therefore  the  bufinefs  of  parliament  not  tofcreen 
*'  him  from  punifhment  by  a  previous  approbation  of  his 
**  meafures. 

*'  When  a  merfure  is  laid  before  Parliament  by  the  Mini- 
*'  fter,  their  opinions,  concerning  the  expediency  of  it,  muft, 
*'  in  a  great  meafure,  be  formed  according  to  his  reprefenta- 
**  tion  of  the  matter  ;  becaufe  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that 
**  the  members  have  received  fufficient  information  from  any 
*.*  other  quarter.  The  approbatian  of  parliament,  therefore, 
♦'  (even  without  any  fuppofition  of  undue  influence)  may 
**  be  generally  expedled  as  a  thing  of  courfe  ;  and  while  it 
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'our  force  From  the  revolted  Colonies  in  North 
-America  ? — Or,  what  condiid:  we  onght  to  purfue 
in  regard  to  them  ? 

My  fentimentSj  with  regard  to  the  proper 
conduft  that  this  country  ought  to  have  held  to- 
wards thofe  Colonies,  have  varied  according  to  cir- 
Gumftances :  the  end  to  be  obtained  always  uni- 
form •, —  an  equitable,  juft,  profitable,  and  ho- 
norable reconciliation  j  but  the  means  to  be  pur- 

**  removes  from  the  MInifter  all  apprehenfion  of  a  future 
*'  enquiry,  it  can  afford  to  the  Nation  no  fecurity  with  re- 
**  fpeft  to  the  propriety  of  the  meafures  approved  bf. 

**  During  the  American  conteft,  however,  the  Minifte'r 
*'  has  had  addrefs  enough  to  make  every  meafure  of  ordi- 
"  nary  execution,  a  meafure  of  legiflation.  If  we  had  a 
"*'  war  with  France,  or  any  foreign  nation,  would  an  appii- 
*'  cation  have  been  made  to  Parliament  to  far.ctify  every 
**  ftep  that  may  have  been  expedient.  And  while  we  protected 
**  the  Minifter,  ruined  the  caufe  by  delay.  Nobody  ever 
**  thought  it  neccffary,  that  perfons  faould  be  appointed  by 
**  Parliament,  to  treat  concerning  a  peace  with  a  foreign 
*'  power;  yet  the  cOmrniffion  to  Lord  Howe  and  his  brother 
^'  received  a  parliamentary  faniTcion."  Exatninaticn  into  the 
tDtidud  of  Adminijlration,   p.  14,  15. 

I  am  perfedly  aware  of  the  grounds  for  this  parliamentary 
interference  in  regard  to  the  affairs  of  America  j  —  but  they 
do  not  leflen  the  pertinency  or  importance  of  the  above 
obfervations  on  the  fubjedl.  Nothing  is  fd  dangerous  a* 
^hat  tends  t6  Sri.'ig  the  legillative  bo<iy  under  the  entirS 
direftion  of  the  executive. 

G  jfucd^ 
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jiicd,  and  the  terms  on  which  it  Ihould  take 
place,  muft  vary,  in  the  eye  of  fenfe  and  po- 
litical prudence,  according  to  circumftances. 
And  as  a  brief  recital  of  the  progrefiive  variation 
of  my  opinion  on  this  matter,  will  throw  fome 
light  on  that  which  I  now  efpoufe,  in  concert 
with  fome  of  the  ablefl:  heads  in  this  aflembly, — 
I  hope  a  little  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  for  that 
purpofe. 

Sir,  that  it  was  juft,  equitable,  and  agreable  to 
the  principles  of  all  civil  government,  to  employ 
the  force  of  the  empire  to  maintain  the  laws,-r- 
to  coerce  the  tumults, —  to  quell  the  infurreiStions 
in  North  America, — and  to  reduce  the  revolted 
people  of  thofe  provinces  to  due  conflitutional 
lubordination  to  the  eftablifhed  Government,  —  I 
always  did,  and  do  ftill  believe  *.  To  have  given 
up  all  that  important  connexion  of  the  Colonies 
with  this  country,  which  confided  in  their  fubor- 
dination  to  parliamentary  legiflature, —  to  have 
fuffered  this  conllitutional  bond  of  our  political 

*  The  grounds  and  principles,  on  which  that  judgment 
ilands,  perfeftty  coincide  with  thofe  detailed  in  a  publication 
entitled,  Obfervations  on  Dr.  Price's  Theory  and PrincipUs 
of  Ci'Vil  Liberty  and  Government  ;  njoith  a  Letter  on  the  preten- 
jions  of  the  American  Colonies  in  refpeSi  of  Right  and  Equity. 
1776. 
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union  to  be  efFeftually  difiblved, — to  have  thereby 
emancipated  thofe  Colonies  into  the  condition  of 
mere  members^/  will  of  the  Britifh  Empire; 
and  all  this,  tamely,  and  without  any  ftruggle, — 
would  have  been  condemned  by  ourfelves,  by  all 
the  world,  by  pofcerity,  as  the  moil  fupine 
weaknefs  and  folly  -,  nor  would  any  Nation  in 
Europe  have  fubmitted  to  it. 

I  wave  the  unneceflary  confideration  at  prefent, 
—  how  far  it  was  politic  to  take,  originally,  the 
meafures,  which  brought  thofe  high  matters  into 
conteft.     I  own,  I  rather  incline  to  think  they 
were  fo  ripened,  as  to  ftart  out  of  every  incident 
or  meafure  relative  to  the  Colonies.     But  wliat  I 
here  affert  is,  that  when  they  were  brought  into 
open  undifgLiifed   controverfy, —  when   the  total 
legiflation  of  parliament,  nay  even  parliamentary 
interference  in  their  legiflation,  was  denied, — when 
their  fubmiffion  to  the  Navigation  A61  was  put 
upon  the  footing  of  mere  voluntary  conceffion, — ■ 
it  was  high  time,  alas !  more  than  time,  to  main- 
tain the  old  conftitution  againft  thofe  deftructive  • 
innovations.     Would  we  had  never  fent  penal, 
irritating  A6ls  of  Parliament  to  America,  without 
force  fufficient  to  maintain  their  authority  and 
efficacy  !   When  it  came,  however,  by  our  impo- 
litic indulgence  to  the  point  abovementioned,  even 
G  2  then 
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then  there  was  no  apparent  impradlicability  in  the 
undertaking  :  the  mofl  deterring  circumftancc: 
was  the  encouragement  that  American  refulance 
received  from  the  fatal  zeal  of  oppofition,  but 
which  it  was  hoped  the  evidence  of  open  revolt 
would  reform  into  a  more  enlightened  patriotifm. 

But,  Sir,  unavoidable  as  this  civil  conteft  be-, 
came  on  our  fide,  upon  the  principles  of  right 
and  national  policy  ; — pradlicable  as  the  redu^ion 
of  the  revoked  to  their  duty  and  right  reafon^ 
appeared  at  firft  j — yet  difficulties  increafed  upoi> 
us  confiderably,  as  we  proceeded.  How  far  thai; 
has  been  owing  to  mifmanagemen.t,  either  in 
Minifters  or  Commanders,  is  well  worthy  of  en- 
quiry :  certain  it  is,  that  we  efreded  nothing  in 
America,  b,ut  rather  ftreiiCTthened  our  adverfaries  5 
and  that  from  the  increafing  union  and  refolution 
of  all  the  Colonies  againfl  us,  concurring  with  all 
the  unfavourable  circumftances  already  detailed, 
and  the  underhand  encouraging  fupport  of  the 
French  Court, —  our  profpefts  of  fuccefs  became 
very  precarious.  And,  at  laft,  the  fatal  lofs  of 
Qur  army  under  General  Burgo.yne  feemed  to 
give  a  deadly  blew  to  them.  —  I,  Sir,  was  one  of 
thqfe,  who  thought  it  was  then  time  to  give  up  the 
undertaking,  that  we  had  made  a  fufficient  and 
feafpnablp    trial,    that  the   rifles    of  proceeding 
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further  in  it,  particularly  confidering  the  threaten- 
ing appearances  of  France,  were  greater  than  the 
benefits  of  fuccefs  could  any  wife  counterbalance  ; 
^nd  that  therefore  a  method  of  amicable  and  be-r 
neficial  termination  fhould  have  been  immediately 
adopted. 

My  friends  know,  that  in  confequence  of  this 
peafoning,  my  opinion  laft  winter  at  this  time  was, 
that  the  mod  eligible  plan  for  the  interefls  of  this 
country  then  required,  to  open  a  fair  and  friendly 
treaty  with  the  Colonies,  under  the  following 
premifes :  —  that  both  had  honeftly  maintained 
our  fuppofed  rightful  claims ; — that  we  had  hi- 
therto failed  in  reducing  them,  by  force,  to  that 
Jerm  of  conftitutional  fqbordination,  which  we 
apprehended  to  agree  bed  with  right,  and  with 
the  interefts  of  both  countries  j  —  that  they  had 
taken  advantage  of  thefe  circumftances  to  eman- 
cipate themfelves  entirely  from  all  political  con- 
nection with  this  country,  and  had  maintained 
their  independence  with  bravery  and  fuccefs ; — - 
that,  after  the  trial  already  made,  we  had  very  fmall 
hopes  of  prevailing  over  their  refolutions  j —  that 
the  expence  of  blood,  treafure,  and  llrength, 
in  the  further  purfuit,  would  probably  be  greater 
than  the  objedl,  if  gained,  would  be  adequate  to  •, 
— rthat  we  fmcerely  wifhed  their  happinefs  and. 

profp^rity^ 


profperity,  as  far  as  it  did  not  efientially  clafli 
with  our  own*,'— and  therefore  were  defirous  to 
put  an  end  to  the  conteft,  on  the  moft  advantage- 
ous terms  to  both  parties. 

My  proportion  fhould  then  have  been  a  nego- 
tiation on  the  moft  liberal  footing,  on  the  foun- 
dation of  mutual  intereft  •,  in  order  to  cement 
between  us  as  clofe   an  union,   friendfhip,  and 
connection,   as  we   fhould  apprehend,    on  both 
fides,  to  be  our  real  reciprocal  intereft  ;   if  not 
agreable  on  the  term  of  political  union,  as  parts 
of  one  and  the  fame  Empire,  then  on  that  of  a? 
clofe  a  confederacy  as  we  could  agree  upon.  This 
I  looked  upon  as  the  only  rational  and  prafticablc 
method  of  treating  with  that  people,  in  our  then 
mutual    circumftances.      There    was   abfolutely 
then  no  medium,  between  purfuing  their  reduc- 
tion, by  force  and  hoftility,  or  negotiating  with 
them  on  this  open  and  liberal  footing.     It  was 
evident  to  me,  that  any  endeavours  of  a  negoci- 
ation  on  more  narrow  and  confined  principles, 
Vfould  only  expofe  us  to  infult,  make  the  breach 
flill  wider,  and  infinitely  hurt  our  caufe.     This 
evidence,  Sir,  became  demonftration,  I  had  al- 
moft  faid,  intuition,  after  the  ruling  powers  ia 
America  had  gained  the  open  acknowledgment 
and  alliance  of  the  French  Court.     How  any  the 
3  leaft 
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leaft  fpark  of  hope  could  be  entertained,  aftcT 
that,  of  their  liftening  to  terms  fliort  of  inde- 
pendency, is  to  me  inconceivable.     I  was  prefent 
at  the  debate  on  the  fubjedb  laft  fpring,  within 
thefe  walls,  and  it  was  with  no  fmall  degree  of 
aflonifhment,  that  I  heard  the  fanguine  arguments 
and  hopes  which  an  Honourable  Gentleman,  who 
fpoke  fo  pertinently  to  day*,  then  held  out  of  fuc- 
ceeding  under  the  terms  of  the  late  CommilTion. 
I  then  thought  them  fo  very  weak,  and  fo  incon- 
fiftent  with  all  public  appearances,  that  I  could 
not  help  fiattering  myfelf  they  were  fupported  by 
fome  Iccret  authentic  intelligence  of  the  favourable 
difpofition  of  the  people  in  America  to  concur 
with  us  ill  llich  a  mode  of  reconciliation.     BiijC 
the  event,  very  foon,  unpropitioufly  fulfilled  all 
my  real  expectations,  and  verified  my  judgment  j 
and  to  impute  the  failure  of  the  Commiflion,  to 
any  thing  elfe  than  its  own  intrinfic  weaknefs  and 
incongruity,  relative  to  the  circumftances  of  that 
time,  is  not  doing  it  merited  jujiice. 

For,  Sir,  I  muft  freely  declare,  that  I  look 
upon  that  Commiflion,  take  all  circumftances  to^ 
gether,  as  one  of  the  abfurdeft,  wcakell,  worft- 
managed,  and  moft  difgraceful  meafures  this 
country  has  ever  voluntarily   adopted.     In   the 

•  Governor  Johnstone. 
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frrft  place,  —  there  was  a  political  certainty  of  it^ 
meeting  refufal  and  contempt.  Had  not  thd 
Congrefs  very  recently  *  repeated  their  pofitiv^ 
Refolution,  "  that  all  propofals  for  a  treaty  be- 
"  tween  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of 
*'  America,  inconfiflent  with  the  Independence  of 
"  the  faid  States,  or  with  fuch  treaties  and  al-' 
"  iiances  as  fhall  be  formed  under  their  authority, 
"  fhould  be  rejefted  ?"  Could  it  be  fuppofed, 
that  the  ruling  powers  of  America,  after  having 
baffled  all  our  attempts  for  four  years,  having 
afferted  Independence  in  the  face  of  our  moft  for- 
midable force,  without  any  fupport  but  froni 
their  own  people,  having  fuccefsfully  maintained 
it  againfl  us  for  two  campaigns,  having  juft 
ruined  and  made  prifoners  a  whole  army^ — would, 
at  the  moment  when  they  were  acknowledged  and 
ftrengthened  by  a  great  foreign  alliance,  that  can 
effeclually  afiift  them,  treat  on  any  fuch  footing, 
or  terms,  as  thofe  of  the  CommifTion,  and  throw 
up,  at  once,  all  their  great  hopes,  importance,  and 
Independence  ?  It  were  a  wanton  expectation. 
The  CommilTion,  therefore,  was  not  only  a  Wade 
of  time,  trouble,  and  expence,  but  an  humiliation 
and  abafement  without  any  equivalent,  or  pfofpe6t 
of  advantage,  nay  rather,  with  a  certain  profpefb 
of  contempt,  infult,  and  difadvantage.     In  ont 

*  November  22,  I777« 
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fenfe,  we  did  not  give  up  enough,  in  another,  too 
much.  In  fuch  a  cafe  as  this,  where  Independence 
is  infifted  on,  and  in  the  circumftanccs  of  lad 
winter,  the  half-concefTions,  indeterminate  propo- 
fitions,  and  circuoircribed  policy  of  that  tranfac- 
tion,  looked  too  like  a  reluctant  and  forced  com- 
pliance, to  obtain  any  effeft  than  what  it  did. 
Sir,  it  had,  in  all  its  parts  and  circumftances,  a 
ftrange  appearance  of  irrefolution,  and  ct  halting 
between  two  opinions,  when  there  re:'.lly  was  no 
middle  pach,  and  when  the  times  required  a  firm 
decifive  line  of  conduct. 

In  the  fecond  place,  —  never  was  there  time  fo 
unaccountably  loft,  to  appearance  culpably  loft, 
than  in  the  circumftanccs  of  this  Commiffion,  in 
regard  to  which,  time  was  every  thing.  For,  if 
any  hopes  were  formed  of  its  fucceeding,  the  moft 
plaufible  v/ere  certainly  to  be  foundea  on  its  pro- 
pofitions  being  offered  before  the  French  Alliance, 
then  known  to  be  in  agitation,  was  figned  and 
fealed.  But  though  the  intentions  of  making 
fuch  conciliatory  propofitions  was  announced  be- 
fore the  Chriftmas  recefs  1777,  though  it  was 
knov/n  that  a  treaty  was  then  negotiating  at  Paris, 
between  the  Court  of  France  and  the  American 
CommilTioners,  the  preliminaries  of  which  were 
delivered  to  them  by  Monfieur  Gerard  on  the 
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1 6th  of  December, —  yet,  not  only  was  the  Par- 
liament then  adjourned  for  fix  weeks,  in  fpite  of 
remonflrances  to  the  contrary,  but  the  conciliatory 
propofitions  were  not  prefented  to  Parliament  till 
the  17th  of  February,  eleven  days  after  the  above 
treaty  was  figned.  Sir,-T-they  might  eafily  have 
been  paffed,  and  gone  to  America,  before  the  pre^ 
liminaries  had  been  fet  on  foot.  AVhile  we  were 
irrefolute,  undecided,  and  halting,  as  Lord  Cha- 
tham faid,  between  two  opinions,  the  French 
haftened  the  treaty,  and  thus  barred  out,  for  the 
prefent,  all  poflibility  of  fucceeding  with  a  com- 
miffion  of  that  nature  *.  Laftly,  I  muft  add,  that 
there  are  many  circumftances  in  the  plan  and  exe- 
cution of  the  CommiiTion,  that  rather  tended  to 
impede,  than  forward  its  object.  The  repealing 
that  one  particular  Act  only,  which  altered  the 
government  of  MafTachufetts  Bay,  the  fufpicious 
appearance  of  referve  in  the  Declaratory  Bill,  re-^; 
lative  to  the  taxation  of  the  Colonies,  the  i\U 
judged  claufe  of  granting  pardons  to  the  people, 
and  fome  other  fimilar  little  methods  of  proceed- 
ing, refulted  from  very  circumfcribed  principles 
and  views,  which  fhould  not  have  marked  the 
preliminary  foundations  of  treaty  in  the  prefent 
cafe.     I  will  not,  however,  enlarge  further,  Sir, 

*  See  Mr.  Hartley's  account  of  this    matter.  Letters 
P-  34—38. 
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oh  the  irretrievable  ill  policy  of  this  pafl  trarif- 
adion  ;  the  confequence  of  which  has  been,  that 
Great  Britain,  after  having  become  an  humble 
fuppliant  at  the  feet  of  her  Colonies,  and  after 
having  debafed  herfelf  beyond  all  example  or  pre- 
cedent, is  now  farther  from  the  point  fhe  aimed 
at,  or  indeed  from  any  conciliation  with  them, 
than  fhe  has  been  during  any  period  of  the 
war  ** 

Surely,  Sir,  if  any  terms  fhort  of  independence 
were  to  be  held  out  to  the  People  in  America, 
after  their  French  alliance,  one  plain  explicit  Adl 
of  Parliament,  fetting  them  clearly  forth,  and 
declaratory  of  our  ultimatum,  properly  commu- 
nicated, would  have  been  a  more  manly  and 
better  method  of  proceeding,  than  this  very  mot- 
ley and  extraordinary  Commiflion  -,  and  I  (hall 
always  think,  that  fending  out  the  extraordinary 
Commiflioners  from  hence,  before  we  were  made 
acquainted  in  what  manner  the  general  prelimina- 
ries propofed  by  Parliament  were  received,  was  3, 
hurtful  wafte  to  the  Public  -f .  But  had  either  the 
wife  counfels  and  propofal  of  an'  Honourable 
Gentleman  J  on  the  27th  and  28th  of  May  laft 

*  Examinaticn  of  the  ConduSi  of  Adtnintjlration,  p.  21. 
f  See  before,  p.  27.  X  Mr.  Hartley. 
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year,  or  the  broad-bottomed  plan  by  me  before 
recommended,  been  adopted,  even  in  January 
1778,  I  think  they  could  hardly  have  failed  of 
agreable  fuccefs.  In  proportion  as  we  have  ad- 
vanced from  that  period,  the  difficulties  of,  and 
impediments  to  conciliation,  have  been  increafing, 
till  they  feem  to  have  raifed,  for  the  prefent,  un- 
furmountable  obftacles  to  that  defirable  end. 
And  this  brings  me  more  clofely  to  the  lad  point 
I  propofed  to  refume  from  this  day's  debate,  to 
wit, — what  meafures  does  reafon,  policy,  and  pru- 
dence, now  di6late  in  regard  to  America  ? 

Will  the  fame  arguments  nozv  militate  for  pro- 
pofmg  fuch  terms,  as  I  before  recommended  for 
the  circumllances  of  this  time  was  twelvemonth  ? 
By  no  means.  Sir  -,  they  would  then  moft  probably 
have  relieved  us  entirely  from  the  evils  of  war, 
have  procured  us  total  peace,  and  a  valuable  friend- 
fhip  and  connedion  with  the  new  powers  in  Ame- 
rica. At  leaft,  fuch  were  the  profpects  and 
grounds  that  fcheme  went  upon  •,  to  thofe  bene- 
ficial ends  only  were  our  claims  on  the  Colonies 
meant  to  be  facrificcd.  But  can  we  now,  by  this 
facrifice,  obtain  any  fuch  advantageous  peace, — -a 
peace  of  valuable,  foederal  friend lliip,  and  mutual 
fupport,  with  the  Colonies, —  and  let  me  add,  an 
honourable  peace  with  France  r  Does  any  Gentle- 
5  man 
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man  think  fo,— I  fhall  eagerly  liften  to  his  argu- 
ments. Confider,  Sir,  the  vafl  change  of  cir- 
cumftances  fince  January  1778.  The  Congrefs 
flood  then  uncon,ie6ted,  and  free  from  all  real 
or  implied  flipulations  with  foreign  powers  ;  no\u 
they  are,  we  know  not  how  deeply,  involved  in 
them.  —  Confider  the  injurious  acknowledgment 
of  the  Independence  of  the  American  States, — 
our  confequent  hoftilities  with  the  Court  of 
France,  —  the  French  treaties  with  the  Con- 
grefs,—  the  felf-interefted  union  of  the  prefent 
ruling  powers  on  that  continent  with  the  French 
Court,  —  the  abfolute  refufal  of  our  terms,  with 
the  infults  accompanying  it, —  and  their  pofitive 
repeated  declarations  of  the  only  alternatives  they 
will  treat  upon.  All  this  has  wrought  fuch  a 
change  upon  the  face  of  things,  that  an  honour- 
able very  eloquent  Member  of  this  Houfe*,  who 
argued  fo  incomparably  in  favour  of  granting 
Independence  laft  year,  thinks  it  would  not  be 
an  advifeabie  meafure  now.  But  as  he  did  not 
give  us  his  reafons,  I  beg  juft  briefly  to  hint  a  few 
obfervations  on  this  fubjed. 

The  only  mode  infilied  on  by  the  Congrefs  of 
acknowledging  their  political  Independence  is 
unconditionally  and  abfolutely.     No  barter,  no  traffic 

*  Mr.  Fox. 
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on  this  head ;  no  equivalent  nor  any  compenfatioR 
to  us  for  facrificing  our  claims  upon  that  people. 
We  are  required  to  make  a  previous  pofitive  ac-* 
knowledgment  of  their  Independence,  and  then 
they  will  condefcend  to  enter  into  negotiation 
with  us  : — but  even  our  profpe6ls  of  that  negotia- 
tion are  unfavourably  limited  by  the  declaration, 
that  they  will  not  agree  to  any  thing  contrary  to 
the  treaties  and  alliances  they  may  have  already 
formed.  God  knows  of  what  nature  thofe  alli- 
ances are.  And  are  we,  Sir,  thus  to  relinquilh 
all  our  claims  upon  the  Colonies,  emancipate 
them  by  a  voluntary  adfc,  and  fet  them  free  to  the 
political  and  commercial  intercourfe  of  all  na- 
tions,— for  nothing  ? — nay,  at  a  very  great  rijk  to 
ourfelves  •,  becaufe,  after  having  granted  them 
this  advantage,  it  is  very  poffible  and  probable, 
in  the  prefent  circumftances,  that  the  negotiation 
in  detail  would  break  off,  and  then  we  Ihould  be 
ftill  left  at  war  with  them,  having  thus  only  been 
drawn  in  to  ftrengthen  m.oft  powerfully  their 
hands,  and  thofe  of  France,  by  the  above  acknow- 
ledgment. Every  body  mull  fee,  that  it  is  the 
prefent  relative  fituation  of  the  Court  of  France 
in  regard  to  the  Congrefs  and  to  this  Country, 
from  whence  all  the  difficulties  and  impediments^ 
in  this  cafe,  arife  :  it  is  that  which  clogs  the  bu- 
finefs.  Independence,  Sir,  in  exchange  for  an 
advantageous  and  honourable  peace,  is  a  meafure 
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that  would  deferve  our  attention  •,  but  will  the 
grant  of  it  now  procure  either  the  friendfmp,  or 
even  the  neutrality,  of  America  ?  It  may  be  rea- 
fonably  doubted,  whether  the  Congrefs  are  able 
or  willing  to  tranfa^  any  thing  with  us  without 
the  concurrence  of  France ;  and  it  is  more  than 
probable,  that  their  connection  is  of  fuch  a  na- 
JJure,  as  to  damn  any  peace  that  would  be  offered 
to  us  at  prefent.  It  is  the  intereft  of  the  Congrefs 
to  flick  clofely  by  France.  Can  we  then,  with, 
any  prudence  or  policy,  willfully  flrengthen  the 
hands  of  our  enemies  in  this  important  crifis, — 
not  only  without  any  equivalent,  but  with  a  very 
^reat  p'ohahility  of  lofs  ?  Can  we  adopt  a  meafure- 
by  which  we  gain  nothing  and  rijk  prodigiouJly^P 
Why  does  not  the  Congrefs,  if  defirous  of  peace, 
make  fome  offers  in  return  for  what  they  demand 
of  us  ?  Or  is  all  concefTion  and  overture  to  come 
from  our  fide  only  ?  I  trull  in  God,  Sir,  we  are 
not  reduced  to  that  condition,  but  have  flill  the 
refources  to  make  them  fend  their  CommifTioners 
to  us.  At  all  events,  I  think  myfelf  perfedly 
warranted  to  conclude  from  thefe  obfervations, — 
that  the  previous  unconditional  acknowledgment  of 
Independence,  as  required  by  the  Congrefs,  is  not 
by  any  means,  at  prefent,  an  admifTible  meafure. 

To  withdraw  all  our  troops  from  North  Ame- 
rica,  and  confine  pur  hoflile  operations   to  the 
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French, — Is  the  advice  and  opinion  of  the  fame 
honourable  member,  who  concurs  with  us  in 
thinking  the  concefTion  of  Independence  now  un- 
advifeable.*  But  I  fhould  have  imagined  his  pe- 
netration would  have  obferved  that  the  fame  and 
ftill  flronger  arguments  militate  againft  the  mea- 
fure  he  now  propofes, — which  is  the  other  alter- 
native offered  to  us  by  the  Congrefs.  Sir,  this 
•would,  in  effedl,  be  putting  them  in  complete 
pofTeffion  of  Independence,  by  leaving  them  at 
full  liberty  to  confirm  and  eftablifh  it,  to 
ftrengthen  their  own  government,  completely  to 
fubdue  all  our  friends  and  interefts  in  the  Colo- 
nies, and  thereby  totally  diveft  us  of  the  holds 
we  ftill  have  there  :  it  would  thus  be  effedtually 
abandoning  all  pofTible  profpe6t  of  ever  bringing 
them  to  any  conftitutional  conciliation  with  us» 
But  befides  that, — it  would,  in  the  prefent  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs,  be  a  powerful  ftrengthening  of  the 
hands  of  our  enemies,  by  giving  both  the  Con- 
grefs and  France  prodigious  advantages  againft 
us. 

I  repeat  again.  Sir, — that  if  the  withdrawing 
our  troops  from  North  America  could  procure  a 
fafe,  advantageous,  and  honourable  peace  (even 
■with  the  lofs  of  the  thirteen  Colonies),  I  think  the 

*  Mr.  Fox, 
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meafure  would  deferve  the  iitmofi:  attention  -,  but 
to  do  it  at  prefent  unconditionally,  in  the  manner 
propofed,  would  be  giving  up  the  greateft  advan- 
tages to  our  enemy  that  they  can  defire,  without 
any  fingle  benefit  to  ourfelves.  The  forte  and 
power  of  the  Congrefs  v/ould  be  at  liberty  to  at- 
tack any  of  our  remaining  pofieffions  in  North 
America  j — in  which  cafe  the  fame  force  we  now 
maintain  at  New  York  and  Rhode  Ifland  would 
probably  be  obliged  to  go  to  their  defence  •,  and  it 
is  infinitely  better,  in  every  refpedl,  for  u.s  at  pre- 
fent to  be  at  war  v/ith  the  Congrefs  in  the  pro- 
vinces of  New  York  and  Rhode  Ifland,  than  in 
the  defence  of  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  or  Florida. 
By  withdrawing  our  troops  from  New  York  and 
Rhode  Ifland,  our  enemies  would  be  put  in  pof- 
fefnon  of  two  the  mofl  convenient  and  important 
ftations  for  our  fecurity  and  advantage  in  the  pre- 
fent circumftances,  and  which  would  prove  the 
moft  detrimental  to  us  in  their  hands,  on  the  whole 
North  American  continent.  They  are  exadtly 
the  ilations,  in  which  we  can  moft  effeftually 
check  the  American  power  from  doing  us  mif- 
chief,  or  gain  the  moft  eilential  advantages  over 
it  J  which  can  ferve  the  moft  advantageoufly  for  the 
occafional  fupport  of  our  friends  and  interefts  in 
the  Colonies,  for  the  ufe  and  fecurity  of  our  fleets 
and  fhipping,  for   the   protection   of  our  com- 
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merce,  for  the  annoyance  of  our  enemies,  for  the 
aiTiIlanceof  our  Weft-India  Iflands,  and  for  many- 
particular  em.ergencies  that  may  happen.  What 
we  give  up,  in  this  cafe,  our  enemies  would  gain. 
To  abandon  therefore  thofe  Provinces,  in  thepre- 
fent  fituation  of  affairs,  without  abfolute  necefiity 
or  great  equivalent,  neither  of  which  yet  appears, 
would,  in  my  humble  opinion,  be  a  meafure 
fraught  with  the  worft  of  confcquences.  I  truft 
then,  Sir,  it  appears  fatisfaftorily,  that  we  can 
as  little  embrace  this  as  the  other  American  alter- 
native.* 

What 

*  The  meafure  propofed  by  Mr.  Hartley  in  his  Letters, 
p.  87.  "ni.'  "  to  withdraw  the  Britilh  fleets  and  armies  from 
America  with  oiFer  of  peace,  on  condicion  that  the  eventual 
treaty  of  alliance  fhall  berelinquilhed  or.  the  part  of  France/' 
feems  to  me  quite  chimerical ;  on  the  one  hand,  from  the 
repeated  adherence  of  the  Congrefs  to  the  unconditional  al- 
ternatives already  confidered,  and  their  pofitive  declarations 
of  not  entering  Into  any  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  inconfiflent 
with  treaties  or  alliances  formed  under  their  authority  ;  on 
the  oiher  hand,  from  t!ie  utter  improbability  that  France 
will  relinquifh  this  treaty  of  alliance,  or  that  the  Congrefs 
would  willfully  abandon  ic  for  any  offers  we  can  make  them, 
Eiuch  lefs  upon  fuch  a  vague  one  as  Mr.  Hartley  de- 
fcribes. 

I'here  is  another  fort  of  a  plan  ingenioufly  propofed  and 
fct  off  in  the  Examhi.  into  the  Conduit  of  the  prejent  Adminijira- 
t!on,  p.  40.  to  the  end  ;  but  though  it  contains  many  juft  and 
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What  then  ? — it  will  perhaps  be  faid, — would 
you  advife  an  offenfive  war  againft  the  Congrefs, 
and  while  you  are  wafting  all  your  ftrength  to  no 
purpofe  there,  let  the  French  deftroy  us  ?  No, 
Sir  J  the  hoftilities  with  America  fhould  be  carried 
on  juft  as  prudence,  opportunity,  and  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  war  may  fuggeft  and  permit. 
I  look  upon  merely  checking  the  Congrefs  (agre- 
able  to  the  grounds  already  ftated)  from  doing  us 
worfe  mifchief,  and  from  affording  France  more 
cffe6lual  aiTiftance,  to  be  of  very  great  confe- 
quence,  befides  the  confiderable  advantage  we 
derive  from  the  pofiefTion  of  New  York  and 
Rhode  Ifland.  To  meafure  our  power  by  its  ex- 
tent in  former  wars,  and  by  our  prefent  military 
eftablifhment,  it  fhould  appear  that  we  are  very 
able  to  maintain  an  army  of  20  or  25  thoufand 
men  in  America  •,  nay,  it  is  pretty  certain  that, 
at  all  events,  we  fhall  be  obliged  to  do  it  fome- 
where  on  that  continent,  or  give  up  the  defence 

true  obfervations  well  defervlng  of  attention,  yet  like  the 
former  it  is  defhitute  of  all  foundation  in  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  and  in  feme  of  its  parts  refuted,  I  prefume,  by  what 
has  been  faid  above  on  the  fubjeft.  There  is  certainly  novj 
no  ground  for  offering  terms  Ihort  of  Inaependence,  or  even 
for  obcaining  any  valuable  returns  for  that  conceffion.  What 
difference  a  fuccefsful  campaign  or  two  may  make,  is  beft  left 
to  future  confideration  ; — the  firft  obje6t  is  to  compafs  thero. 

I  2  of 


[    6o     ] 

of  our  remaining  North  American  pofTefTions, 
Therefore,  fmce  we  mufl  and  may  have  fuch  a 
force  there,  furely  we  ought  to  dilpofe  it  where 
it  can  prove  the  mod  ferviceable  to  us.  I  am  not 
for  maintaining  an  army  there  at  the  rifk  of  lofing 
what  is  more  effential  -,  but  that  does  not  appear ; 
■while  the  vaft  importance  of  New  York  and 
Rhode  I  (land,  and  the  utility  of  an  adlive  force, 
at  leaft  in  one  of  thofe  Provinces,  is  very  evident 
from  what  has  been  ftated  above.  They  are  pof- 
feflfions  that  may  even  be  very  ufeful  in  a  future 
negotiation  of  peace.* 

The  upjfhot  of  all  this  argument  is, — that  the 
injurious  condud  of  France  has  rendered  the  con- 
tinuance of  war  unavoidable,  and  the  two  Ame- 
rican alternatives  entirely  inadmiiTible  ; — and  that 
the  mofl  eligible  meafure  to  be  purfued,  in  the 
prefcnt  circumftances,  with  regard  to  the  thir- 
teen -Provinces  in  America,  is  to  keep  up  an 
a6live  force  in  New  York  and  Rhode  Ifland  to  fe- 
cure  the  pofTeffion  of  them,  and  to  a6l  as  oppor- 
tunity and  emergencies  may  permit.     Indeed  this 

*  I  denre  it  may  be  remarked,  that  I  have  not  even  men- 
tioned the  prefumed  increafing  difpontion  in  the  Colonies  of 
returning  to  our  Government,  nor  the  prefent  internal  divi- 
fions, — which  would  add  much  weight  to  my  argument, — 
and  are  indeed  the  only  means,  whereby  we  can  recover  any 
part  of  thofe  provinces. 
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feems  to  me  the  only  reafonable  plan  agreable  to 
the  grounds  already  Hated. 

Peace  we  can  not  now  have  on  acceptable 
terms ;  therefore  we  muft  comply  with  the  necef- 
fity  of  affairs,  and  prepare  for  war.  The  obje6t 
of  it  is  no  longer  the  recovery  of  America  to  con- 
ititutional  fubordination, — but  it  is  felf-sdefence, 
and  as  much  general  advantage  to  the  interefls  of 
this  country  as  the  fortune  of  war  may  favour  us 
with.  If  we  prove  fuccefsful  in  the  profecution 
of  it,  we  may  attain  to  fome  com.penfatiori  for  the 
lofs  of  our  American  Colonies,  or  perhaps  recover 
much  of  our  interefts  there  -,  the  effefts  and  re- 
volutions of  war  are  far  beyond  human  forefight. 
If  we  do  not  fucceed,  and  no  power,  wealth,  or 
wifdom,  can  enfure  fuccefs,  even  that  likewife  we 
mufc  bear  with  fortitude.  All  war  is  great  rifle  •, 
but  a  nation,  like  an  individual,  as  human  affairs 
are  circumftanced,  muft  ftand  fome  rifles  for  ho- 
nour,   dignity,  fafety,  power,  and  wealth. 

What  remains  then  for  us  to  do,  Sir,  in  this 
important  crifis,  but  to  proceed  with  wife  and 
vigorous  counfels,  with  fpirited  exertions,  and 
with  united  efforts  and  firmnefs,  in  the  defence  and 
iupport  of  the  interefts  of  this  our  dear  country  ? 
The  enemy  is  great ;  but  we  Irave  more  than  once 
3  matched 
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matched  the  united  power  of  France  and  Spain, 
and,  during  one  of  thofe  wars,  fupporied  very 
extended  military  operations  in  Germany  and 
Portugal,  as  well  as  in  America.  Sir,  we 
have  defeated  that  united  power-,  and  I  truft 
and  believe  \vt  are  ftill  equal,  under  Providence, 
wiie  government,  and  unanimity,  to  the  fame 
efforts  and  fimilar  fuccefs.  To  that  trial  we  are, 
however,  not  now  called, — Spain  is  yet  in  amity 
with  us.  I  think  we  may  therefore  look  upon 
ourfelves,  at  leaft,  as  equal  to  the  prefent  emer- 
gency, and  able,  if  dire  necefTity  oblige  us,  to 
meet  a  more  trying  one. 

Having  thus,  Sir,  faithfully,  freely,  and  du- 
tifully, fubmitted  my  fentiments  on  thefe  topics 
to  the  fenfe  and  judgment  of  the  Houfe,  as  I  fo- 
lemnly  declare  without  meaning  to  give,  and  I 
truft  without  having  given,  any  reafonable  offence 
to  any  perfon,  but  folely  with  a  view  to  aid  the 
interefts  of  Truth,  Juftice,  and  the  public  Wel- 
fare,— I  now  finifh  with  that  inward  glow  of  pure 
fatisfaftion,  which  is  the  immediate  confequence 
of  having  performed  a  confcious  duty. 


Re. 


[     65     ] 

Reflections  on  fomc  Part  of  Mr.  Hartley*s 
Letters^  being  the  Note  referred  to  in  the 
foregoing  Speech  p.  33,  and  which  properly 
belonG;s  to  that  Place. 

I  Beg  leave  here  to  fuperadd,  in  plenary  confirmation  of  what 
I  have  above  advanced,  the  powerful  teftimony  of  Mr. 
D.  Hartley  himfelf,  member  for  Hull,  on  whofe  good  in- 
formation and  word  we  may  fafely  rely  j  who  has  given  it  un- 
der his  hand, — xhdit  be  dees  (verily  belk-ve  and  adtnit,   that    a 

PARTY  IN  THIS  COUNTRY  HAVE  ENCOURAGED  THE  AME- 
RICANS. See  his  Letters  lately  publifhed,  p.  59.  This  is 
another  record  of  truth  brought  home  to  the  party  by  one  of 
themfelves.  He  gives  it  indeed  as  his  fentiraent,  that  this 
encouragement  was  not  critniual :  let  him  and  his  country  fee  to 
that ; — I  only  ufe  his  uncontrovertible  evidence  to  find  the 
fa£ii  I  judge  not  of  its  crmhiality.  All  I  infer  is  this  plain 
truth,  that  their  conduct  is  one  of  the  chief  caufes  of  the  Ame- 
rican war  and  its  evil  confequences.  And  I  beg  my  reader  to 
attend  me  a  few  minutes,  while  I  take  the  pains  briefly  to 
confider  the  evafions  Mr.  Hartley  makes  ufe  of  to  fhield  him- 
felf and  his  party  from  this  fair  imputation.  In  no  part  of  his 
Letters  does  his  argumentation  appear  foembarrafled  and  weak 
as  where  he  undertakes  that  point,  infomuch  that  he  frequent- 
ly contradicls  himfelf;  and  in  one  place  afferts  in  direi^  words 
the  very  reverfe  of  the  above  plain  teftimony,  when  he  main- 
tains,— that  his  party  "  have  not  encouraged  t\iQ  Avati'iczn  re- 
"  fiftance  to  any  of  the  jull  claims  of  this  country*."     Now 

*  Letters,  p.  54..  I  beg  leave  it  may  be  obferved,  once  for  all,  that 
Mr.  H.  includes  in  his  party  "  all  the  oppofers  of  the  meafures  of 
*'  Government,  with  regird  to  America,  without  any  diftinftion  cf 
"  any  different  points  upon  which  they  may  have  feveraliy  grounded 
*♦  their  refpeftive  oppolitions." — It  is  therefore  Mr.  Hartley's 
fault,  and  not  mine,  if  the  application  of  my  reflections  extends  far- 
ther than  it  ought. 

nothing 
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nothing  can  fave  this  palpable  contradidion,  but  his  laying  a 
peculiar  ftrefs  here  on  the  wordya/?,  and  thereby  putting  the 
iffue  in  this  place  on  the  jujlice  of  our  claims  j — an  evaiion, 
which  would  be  inconfiftent  with  the  ground  he  himfelf  has 
taken  in  the  argument,  and  nothing  to  the  purpofe  againll  our 
accufation. 

What  I  and  what  the  Nation  lay  to  the  charge  of  Mr.  H. 
and  his  party  is, — that  they  have  incited,  encouraged,  and  been  in- 
Jlrwnental  to  the  Juccefs  of  the  American  refijiance  to  the  claims 
and  coerci-ve  meafures  of  this  country.  This  is  the  point  I  have 
been  arguing  :  upon  this  ground  I  meet  Mr.  Hartley's  third 
Letter. 

It  is  in  the  ftile  of  true  controverfial  management,  that  In- 
flead  of  taking  up  the  above  plain  fpecific  charge  in  a  fair 
manner,  he  involves  it  in  a  multitude  of  fuppofed  accufations, 
which  we  do  not  prefer,  in  only  one  divifion  of  which  it  is 
fcarce  difcernible,  and  is  fo  mixed  up  with  the  reft  as  to  make 
but  one  medley  compound,  which  is  then  dlfpatched  all  toge- 
ther with  much  parade,  prolixity,  and  triumph  f .  The  plain 
way  for  me  to  go  to  work  is  to  confider,  whether  what  Mr.  H. 
alledges  be  anyvvife  fufficient  to  obviate  the  above  clear  and 
determinate  charge  ? — and  notvvithftanding  the  fmothering 
method  made  ufe  of,  we  (hall  find  more  than  one  opportunity 
of  ftriking  it  clearly  home. 

His  firft  defence  is  tofliev/, — "  that  his  party  did  not  or;^/. 
"^  nally  fuggejl  to  the  Americans  the  firft  principles  of  their 
"  refinance  ;"  on  which  he  fpends  four  full  pages  in  Quarta 
with  pompous  documents.*  I  anfwer,  This  is  not  the  charge. 
The  charge  is,  that  after  thofe  principles  were  broached  in 
America,  they  were  taken  up  by  that  party,  abetted,  defended, 

t  P.  5+-60.  *  P.  54-58. 
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jullified,  amplified,  adorned,  fupported,  and  vvifhed  fuceeft 
to,  by  that  fet  of  men  ;  and  that  in  this  method  Mr.  Hart^ 
LEY  and  his  party  were  the  inciters  and  encouragers  of  Ame- 
rican refinance  ;  which  probably  without  fuch  fupport  never 
would  have  proceeded  the  lengths  it  did.  He  himfelf  however 
takes,  purpofely,  care  to  let  us  underlland  he  thinks  there 
would  have  been  no  manner  of  apology  neceflary,  even  if  thofe 
principles  of  refiftance  had  been  originally  fuggefted  from 
hence*. 

"We  arrive  now  at  that  part  of  his  defence,  where  he  avows 
verily  to  btlie-ue  and  admit  *'  that  a  party  in  this  country  have 
**  encouraged  the  Americans."  But,  fays  he, — "  what  en- 
**  couragement  did  thofe  perfons  give  to  the  Americans  ?" 
His  anfwer  is, — "  They  encouraged  them  to  perfifl  by  peti- 
*'  tions,  addreffes,  and  remonftrances,  to  ftate  their  griev- 
**  ances  and  claims  of  rights,  and  to  pray  for  redrefsf."— 
Very  fmooth  and  charming  indeed  !  Had  it  been  faid,  tliey 
intended  no  other  encouragement  than  that,  I  could  not  have 
contradifted  it.  But  we  have  fufficient  evidence  to  afHrmj 
that  whatever  were  the  intentions  of  Oppofition,  their  conduSt 
tended  to  operate  and  did  operate  much  more.  I  appeal  to  the 
true  reprefentation  of  fafts  already  ftated,  and  will  now  corro- 
borate it  againfl  Mr.  Hartley's  evafion  by  his  own  fentiments, 
words,  and  expreffions,  in  regard  to  which  he  authorifes  us  to 
look  upon  him  as  the  reprefentative  of  the  party,  which  he 
with  fo  much  willing  zeal  efpoufesi 

He  pofitively  aflferts, — that  we  have  broken  the  civil  compaSi 
nvith  the  American  Colonies^  and  that  their  ReJiJIance  and  De- 
claration of  Independence  are  perfe£lly  jujlijiahle  \  which  he  urgeai 
with  fo  much  virulence  of  abufe  againft  Government,  in  fucH 
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a  manner,  and  with  fuch  expreffions,  as  are  moll  calculated 
to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people  with  zeal  for  the  Colonies, 
and  with  indignation  and  violence  againft  our  caufe,  our  forces, 
our  exertions,  and  our  government;  p.  19,  61,  73,  and  many 
other  places. — He  declares  he  ^uuould  ha-ue  rcfijied,  if  it  had  been 
his  cafe,  and  that  every  man  'with  a  Britijh  heart  luould  have 
done  the  fame;  p.  63,  72. — He  reprefents  the  Adminiftrationt 
as  the  common  enemy  of  both  Great  Britain  and  America,  and  as 
idming  at  the  heart  of  the  Britijh  Conjiitution,  and  the  deepeji  roots 
of  our  domejiic  fafety  ;  p.  70,  74. — He  declares /i'f  caufe  of  Ame- 
rica to  be  the  caufe  of  the  Britifo  nation,  and  the  ivar  a  mere 
MiniJIerialivar  ;  p.  71. — He  not  only  concurs  in  rejoicing  with 
the  illuftrious  Chatham,  that  the  Americans  have  reffted,  but 
adlually  rejoices  that  their  refjlance  has  defeated  the  defgns  of  our 
Minifers  ;  p.  73.  Nobody  therefore  has  more  heartily  wiflied 
fuccefs  to  that  reliftance  than  Mr.  D.  Hartley,  who  looks 
opon  it  as  juft,  right,  and  beneficial  for  the  public  weal 
againft  the  common  enenty  of  both  countries. 

Now  all  this  being  transferred  by  Mr.  Hartley's  autho- 
rity to  his  party, — I  leave  it  without  any  comment  to  evei*/ 
one's  common  fenfe  to  judge,  whether  its  natural  operation  iS 
nothing  more, —  than  fimply  to  make  the  Americans  employ  their 
time  in  draiving  petitions,  atid  -Tvai  ting  for  a  hearing?  p.  59.— 
Mr.  H.  will  not,  I  think,  afk  again, — "  who  aided,  abetted^ 
*'  comforted  or  encouraged  America,  when  the  die  was  fatally 
*'  decided  for  war  ?*"  His  delire  that  it  fhould  he  proved  has 
been  accomplifhed. 

His  argument  £0  prove,  that  the  American  Declaration  of 
Independence  was  not  encouraged  from  \ienct,  —  becaufe  the; 
eould  not  think  it  their  perfonal  intereji  fo  to  do,  and  becaufe  it  de- 
feated every  pojjible  jneans  of  making  an  injirument  of  America  t» 
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rife  into  ponver  in  this  country,* — is  mere  fpeculatlon  oppofed  to 
e-videntfa^  ;  befides  that  the  fpeculation  is  falfe  ;  for  the  de- 
claration of  Independence  might  ferve  perfonal  intereft  by 
affording  a  new  ftrong  topic  againft  Adminiftration,  and  thus 
America  ftill  remain  a  means  of  rifing  into  power  in  this 
country.     So  much  for  Mr.  HhViTLZY's proof  abfolute. 

His  ftring  of  queftions,  p.  60,  implying,  that  the  particular 
failures  and  ill  fucceffes  there  mentioned  are  not  chargeable  oa 
the  Minority  in  Parliament, — is  too  much  befide  the  purpofe 
to  take  any  notice  of. 

Having  now   gone   through  Mr.  Hartley's  defence  of 
himfelf  and  party  againft  the  charge  above  exhibited, — I  am 
perfuaded  their  country  muft  find  them  guilty  of  they^^.     And 
canfhe  then  fubfcribe  to  his  affertion,  that  they  have  been  her 
REAL  ant/  DisCKEET  friends ?f    They  feem  rather  refponfible 
for  a  heavy  account.     And  it  fhould  feem  alfo,  that  they,   as 
far  as  Mr.  H.  is  a  faithful  reprefentative  of  them,  **  under  this 
*'  charge  of  refponfibility  to  their  country,   and  of  private  cha- 
"  grin  in  their  own  minds,   are   feeking  about  to  exonerate 
**  themfelves  of  that  refponfibility,  by  imputing  the  fatal  dif- 
*•  graces  and  deftruftion,  which  have  been  the  confequences  of 
*•  their  own  headftrong  condu6l,"|  to  the  adminiftration  of 
affairs  in  regard  to  America,   and  the  majority  of  the  nation 
who  fupported  it.     In  this  Gentleman's  candid  ilile  I  fhould 
likewife  add, — "  that  this  can  only  have  been  fuggefted  by 
*'  them  as  an  engine  of  party  to  miflead  the  public."  ||     But  I 
difdain  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  wanton  and  inflammatory  in- 
linuations,   or  to  follow  him  in  imputing  the  political  conduft 
which  1  cenfure  to  intentional  wickednefs  and  villainy.     No  ; 
J  rather  apprehend  with  Jukius§,  that  many  of  them  have  all 

^  P,  60.      tP.6o.       t  P.  53.       II  P.  60.       ^  See  Speech, p.  -1,1. 
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f»1ong  *' meant  nothing  more  than  the  ruin  of  a  Minifter,*' 
gnd  that  many  have  afted  from  ftill  purer  principles.  I  rcr 
(Commend  to  him  that  apothegm  of  Wifdom  itfelf, — Jui/ge  7ior^ 
that  ye  be  not  judged ;  and  if  he  had  throughout  his  Letters  fairly 
refted  the  principles  and  conduft  of  other  people,  as  he  does 
his  own,  on.  fincere  conviftion  and  honeft  intentions,  agreable 
to  the  amiable  fpecimen,  p.  63, — his  arguments  would  have 
been  purfued  vj'vh.  more  advantage,  his  Letters  would  have 
been  much  more  refpeflable,  and  fome  important  obfervations 
which  they  contain,  would  have  been  more  taken  notice  of. 
As  it  is,  the  violent  partiality  and  abu/e  which  abounds  in  them 
are  a  dead  weight  on  their  ufefulnefs. 

Mr.  H.  endeavours  to  defend  the  repealersof  the  Stamp  Aft 
from  being  at  all  acceffary  to  the  prefent  unhappy  conteft  with 
America;  but  it  is  in  part  by  putting  that  charge  on  a  falfe 
ground.  For  nobody  fays, — "  that  they  have  defeated sU  the 
*'  operations  of  the  prefent  war*."  But  we  refer  him  tothevery 
refpedabj^  and  excellent  Protefts  of  the  Lords  who  oppofedthat 
repeal,  and  to  the  conduct  of  the  Colonies  everfince,  as  fore- 
told in  thofe  very  Protefts.  The  fuccefs,  which  American  re- 
fiftance  then  had,  was  held  out  to  the  Colonics  as  an  encou- 
jagementon  ev^ry  new  occafipn.  From  the  denial  of  internal 
taxation  they  gradually  proceeded  to  the  denial  of  any  regulation 
of  trade,  nxjkence  any  incidental  revenue  tnight  ari/e,  then  to  the 
refufmg  Parliament  ^// r/g-;^/  to  hgijlation,  and  fo  ultimately  to 
f erf e£i  Independence.  They  continued  rifing  in  their  demands, 
in  proportion  as  we  gave  way  to  their  refiRance  ;  and  {o  we  ar- 
rived at  the  terrible  dilemma — of  either  relinquifhing  the  De- 
claratory La-jj  of  Mr.  Hartley's  own  party,  or  of  effedlually 
fupporcing  by  force  the  authority  of  law  and  the  old  Conftitu- 
|ion.     This  is  notorioufly  the  true  Hate  of  the  cafe. — Yes,  but 

*  P.  64. 

he 


[    69     ] 

he  adds,—"  the  Miniftry  of  1770  gave  way  llkewlfe  to  Ame- 
rican refiftance  * ;" — it  may  be ;  that  won't  exculpate  the  re- 
pealers of  the  Stamp  Adl. 

Since  Mr.  Hartley's  Letters  are  now  before  me,  I  beg 
leave  tofubjoin  a  few  brief  obfervations  on  one  or  two  articles 
more. — He  is  ever  reprefenting  this  American  war,  as  a 
war  merely  for  the  tea  aS,  for  iinconditmial  fubmijjton,  for  un- 
reprejented  taxation,  for  an  indepetident  crovjn  renjenue  at  the  dif- 
fojition  of  a  royal Jlgn  manual^  and  for  other  much  worfe  pur- 
pofes,  and  not  for  any  one  national  objeSl  f . — Whatever  particu- 
lar fecret  views  individuals  in  Adminiftration  may  have,  we 
can  no  more  fathom  than  thofe  of  individuals  in  Oppofition  j 
this  difcovery  would  probably  fometimes  not  turn  out  very  ad- 
vantageoufly  to  the  perfons  concerned  :  but  to  judge  of  the 
open  evident  grounds  of  this  conteft,  thofe  on  which  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  Nation  have  fupported  it,  from  public  fads, 
proceedings,  and  documents,  it  was  for  the  great  national 
objeft  of  the  conftitutional  fubordination  of  the  Colonies  to 
the  fovereignty  of  Parliament,  againft  their  extraordinary 
claims  of  excluji^ue  legijlation  and  taxation,  and  oi  mere  'voluntary 
fubmijfion  to  regulations  of  their  commerce.  Nay,  this  is 
Mr.  Hartley's  own  true  account  of  the  matter  from  thei 
Refolutions  of  the  Congrefs  in  1774  j   fee  p.  74,  75, 

It  has  been  often  repeatedly  thrown  in  our  teeth, — that  we 
did  not  embrace  betimes  the  reafonable  propofition  made  by 
the  Oppofition  and  the  Congrefs,  to  let  the  Colonies  be  upon 
the  fame  footing,  in  refpedl  to  conftitutional  connexion  with 
this  country,  as  in  1763!. — To  which  1  reply,  it  was  a  very 
nugatory  infidious  propofition  ;  becaufe  the  whole  difpute  juft 
turned  on  the  queftion, — luhat  that  footing  n.ijas?     So  that  we 

*^  P.  65.  -f-  Pajfim.  X  P.  3,  10,  72,  and  other  places. 

came 
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came  not  a  ftep  nearer  together  by  agreeing  to  refer  matters  to 
that  term.  We  would  willingly  have  referred  the  difpute  to 
the  fentiments  of  1763  ;-~for  it  is  demonllrable,  that  a  total 
exclufion  of  Parliament  from  all  legiflation  and  taxation  in 
the  Colonies,  and  the  doftrine  of  their  mere  voluntary  con- 
ceffion  of  fubmitting  to  our  commercial  regulations,  are  fla- 
grant innovations  of  the  old  Conftitution  broached  fince  that 
time, — the  birth  and  progrefs  of  which  we  can  diftindlly 
trace, 

Mr.  Hartley's  reprefentations  derive  a  very  great  degree 
of  fpecioufnefs  from  the  failure  of  the  meafures  adopted  by 
Government,  and  oppofed  by  him  and  his  party  ;  but  it  is  not 
juft  to  try  them  by  that  teft.  The  fair  way  of  arguing  is  to 
confider  what  at  the  time  of  determination  was  the  moft  proba- 
ble and  reafonable  method  of  proceeding  ;  for  in  the  courfe  of 
time,  things  may  take  fuch  a  turn  as  to  render  it  much  better 
to  have  originally  adopted  another  method.  Nations  mull 
chufe  and  a£l  upon  probabilities, — and  thofe  who  take  the^ 
contrary  part,  have  a  great  advantage  in  point  of  argument, 
if  the  meafures  of  Qovernment  do  not  fucceed. 

I  now  take  my  leave  of  Mr.  Hartley's  Letters  :  they  only 
came  in  my  way  as  an  elaborate  endeavour  to  exonerate  him- 
felf  and  his  party  from  being  acceffary  to  the  exiftence,  ill  fuc- 
cefs,  and  bad  confequences  of  the  American  war,  by  throwing 
the  blame  entirely  on  his  fellow-citizens.  It  has  however 
recoiled  upon  himfelf  j 

nee  lex  ejl  jujfier  ulla 
^uam  necis  artifices  arte  perire  fua. 

For  the  reft,  they  certainly  contain  fome  very  juft  and  per- 
tinent obfervations,  but  they  are  buried,  as  it  were,  in  decla» 
inatory  abufe  againft  Adminiftration.  ^ 

C9n 
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Can  I  finifli  better  than  with  holding  up,  at  this  critical 
time,  to  public  view  and  imitation,  the  noble  and  truly 
patriotic  condufl  of  the  great  Mr.  Pitt  in  1761,  fo  very 
different  from  that  which  we  have  now  been  lamenting  ? 
They  form  a  perfe«El  contraft.'  I  mean  that  which  he  held 
after  his  refignation  in  that  year.  Take  it  in  the  words  of 
a  Minority  publication  :  "  Notwithflanding  the  unprovoked 
*'  treatment,  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  met  with  from  the 
**  Favourite  and  his  inftruments,  yet  he  did  not  enter  into  a 
*'  fadlious  oppoiition,  but  behaved  with  that  ferenicy  and 
**  dignity  which  was  fo  worthy  of  his  character,  and  of  his 
*'  fincere  delire  to  promote  the  real  welfare  of  his  country. 
*'  So  far  from  oppofing  Government,  or  deferting  the  Public, 
**  at  this  very  critical  junfture,  he  poured  forth  his  manly 
"  eloquence,  to  ftrengthen  the  hands,  and  to  give  refolution 
"  and  fpirit  to  a  feeble  and  irrefolute  Adminiftration.  His 
**  zeal  for  the  Public,  his  firmnefs,  fpirit,  and  moderation 
*'  were  no  lefs  admired,  than  the  folid  wifdom,  deep  policy, 
"  and  heroic  magnanimity  of  his  counfcls.  When  a  fupply 
"  of  one  million  was  defired,  to  affift  the  king  of  Portugal, 
"  Mr.  Pitt  behaved,  not  like  a  difcontented  opponent,  de- 
**  termined  to  oppofe  implicitly,  but  on  this  occafion  nobly 
"  fupported  the  caufe  of  his  country,   and  its  ally  the  King 

*'  of  Portugal. He  even   extinguiflied  the    fparks  of 

*'  oppofition  ; recommended  union   and   harmony    to 

**  the  miniftry,  and  declared  againll  altercation,  which  he 
*'  faid  was  no  way  to  carry  on  the  public  bufinefs,  and  urged 
*'  the  neceflity  of  profecuting  the  war  with  vigour,  as  the 
**  only  way    to  obtain   an    honourable,    folid,    and  laHing 

**  peace*."     Does  any  body  blufh  r Let  him  go  and 

do  likevvife. 

•  Hijiorj  of  the  late  Minority,  printed  in  1766,  Cb.  IV, 
FINIS. 
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